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Hostel brings rubbish mountain

Without warning back in the summer the building opposite
Northfields library, formerly in use as an office block, transformed
itself into a hostel for young foreign students (ranging in age
from 16 to eatly 20s). The first obvious signs of the change
were the mounting piles of domestic-type rubbish outside and

dumped opposite by the library entrance. Through the windows
it was clear that the building has been crammed with bunk beds
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Oveflowmg bins greet pasrs-by

to capitalise on the increasing demand for such accommodation.
The leascholder of the building had not applied for permission
to run a hostel there or provided the necessary facilities for this
use. They have no licence to operate as a hostel and no planning
permission has been granted.

Once the Council and authorities were alerted to the hostel’s
existence they moved in and carried out the necessary inspections
for a building in multiple occupation. The leascholders were
found not to be complying with most regulations including
fire safety standards. However, the building was not felt to be
dangerous enough to require immediate closure. Following the
inspections, EFRA understands that the leascholder promised to
carry out improvements and has been told they must apply for the
appropriate licence and planning permission in order to continue
this use. They were also told that they should pay for additional
rubbish collections but this clearly has not happened. The bins
continue to overflow and at the time of writing a mountain of
rubbish is growing at the rear of the building, This is a health
hazard for the residents and an eyesore for the neighbourhood.

EFRA finds it very concerning that the Council appears not
to be able to take faster and firmer action on this matter and will
continue to monitor the situation closely.

Advertising hoardings at the Plough junction

In March 2000, after a campaign by EFRA, the Council approved
expenditure of /45,000 to improve safety at the very busy
junction of Little Ealing Lane, Northfield Avenue and Windmill
Road. These improvements included building out pavements,

with large buggies on their way to and from the nearby schools.
And they make a very significant addition to street clutter, which
the Council is committed to reducing. EFRA was not consulted
about these hoardings and is appalled at this lack of joined-up

putting one of the zebra crossings on
a raised platform, safety surfacing, a
speed-activated warning sign, new road
markings etc. They were carried out well
and have improved safety at the junction,
slowing down traffic and raising motorists’
awareness of the crossings.

However, eatlier this yeat, to our dismay,
three large free-standing illuminated
advertising hoardings, with revolving
images, were erected on the pavements at
the junction, all of them detrimental to the
recent safety improvements, distracting
drivers and blocking sight-lines. The
hoardings also provide an obstacle to
pedestrians especially the many mothers

thinking and the fact that permission was
granted for these hoardings.

We took our complaint to the Ealing
Area Committee where Councillors and
Council Officers present agreed that the
hoardings should not have been located
at the junction and should be removed.
That was in June. Six months later they are
still there. EFRA wants these advertising
hoardings completely removed from this
junction: they are in the wrong place
and permission should never have been
granted.

One of the freestanding advertising
signs blocking sight-lines
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Town centre
developments

In the next five to ten years Ealing could be transformed
with a high-rise town centre following the submission of
development proposals affecting two major sites north of the
Uxbridge Road.

The first site includes the Arcadia shopping centre. The
developer Glenkerrin has submitted a planning application to
demolish nearly every building in the block between the Broadway
and Haven Green. Only the Carphone Warehouse and Sainsbury
buildings would remain. If approved, this development would see
four tower blocks built over the railway line. The tallest would be
a 40-storey tower opposite the station. There would be around
700 flats in this new high-density development, plus shops, cafes
and restaurants. The Council deadline for written comments on
the Glenkerrin application is Friday 14 December.

The second site, known as Dickens Yard, is behind the Town
Hall and stretches back to the GWR railway line. The Council has
entered into an agreement with the developer St George to build
a mixture of what will largely be flats with some shops. Neatly
700 residential units are proposed for this site with the blocks
rising up to 13 storeys. The developer is expected to submit a
planning application for Dickens Yard shortly.

EFRA members are obviously concerned about any major
changes to our town centre that would permanently change its
nature. The Committee is therefore likely to make submissions
to the Council about any issues that we feel need to be addressed
when the local authority formally considers the applications. We
would like to hear your views. Drop a letter into your street rep or
email us at contact@efra.org.uk. As the volume of comments
counts when the Council considers the proposal, you should also
let the Council have your own comments.

More information: A full set of the plans can be seen at
the Council’s Perceval House offices or on the Council’s website.
(See the EFRA website for some useful links.)

Please pass this information on to your neighbours, as it is
important that everyone is aware of the proposals and has time
to comment on them.

Support the Log Cabin

Have you ever thought about becoming a Charity Trustee? The
Log Cabin, which provides adventure play for special needs
children and is where EFRA meets, is looking for volunteers. It
is a responsible but also an enjoyable role.

Jane Cocking, a Trustee for a year, writes: 7 believe being a
Trustee means more than just sitting on a committee every so often.
1 have been part of the Log Cabin now for about a year and have
helped in several different ways — when the cook left I prepared and
served meals to children and staff; during a brief spell off work I did
a bit of database filling-in; one weekend in the summer I was helping
staff the Log Cabin’s stall at the Yellow Umbrella Day fundraising
event at Chiswick Business Park. Theres so much you can do —
something for everyone — to help with the running of this worthwhile
cause.”

Want to know more? Contact Helen on 8840 15006.

Flats blocked

Residents ate celebrating the defeat of a plan to build twelve

flats in two three-storey blocks on a small patch of land between

Pickering House in Windmill Road (the former police flats

between Laurel House and Windmill Court) and the back gardens

of houses in Hollies Road. The piece of land in question was
formerly a parking area for Pickering House, and the access road
to the proposed development would have been the existing one
that runs between Pickering House and Windmill Court. One
of the proposed blocks (block B) would have been just a metre
from the historic wall at the end of the gardens of houses in

Hollies Road.

EFRA was made aware of strong local feeling against this
proposed development and set up a meeting to discuss the issue.
The meeting took place on 20 August, and involved some 40 local
residents, as well as representatives from the developer’s agents
and a local councillor. At the meeting, there was overwhelming
opposition from residents to the proposed development. The
main reasons were:

e the effect of block B on the residents of Hollies Road in
terms of overlooking and access to light;

* the increase in traffic to the finished development down the
narrow access road;

* the possible impact on parking in the area;

* the potential damage to the historic wall at the rear of the
development site.

Following the meeting, EFRA wrote to the Council opposing
the proposed development for the reasons outlined above. We
also proposed that if, despite the strong local opposition, the
Council was minded to approve the application, then certain
modifications and safeguards should be required. These
included:

* reducing the height of block B to two storeys;

* ensuring there are no windows overlooking Hollies Road
gardens;

* increasing the distance of the blocks from the rear wall of
the site and including landscaping in between;

* a commitment to the restoration and preservation of the
historic wall; ensuring that the whole site, including the current
unsightly area between Laurel House and the development
site, would be appropriately landscaped and include relevant
security measures.

EFRA was pleased to hear recently that the Council had
refused the application and hope that they will continue to
oppose this type of backland development.

B 5 e
The small backland site between
Pickering House and Hollies Road
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Access to Blondin
and Niagara Avenues

Residents of Blondin and Niagara Avenues know how narrow
their roads are and park close to the kerb so that other vehicles can
get through. Non-residents do not always realise the importance
of this and unintentionally obstruct access, particularly to larger
vehicles. It is a particular problem at the entrances to the roads,
where there are ‘stop-and-shop’ bays on both sides of the
roads. The rubbish collection and recycling vehicles sometimes
cannot gain access and there have been occasions when either
an ambulance or a fire engine has been unable to reach an
incident further down the road. Several residents came forward
following a piece about this in our last newsletter, saying they
were concerned at the possible risk to life if emergency vehicles
were unable to reach a serious incident. They made a number of
suggestions to improve the situation such as widening the road
or allowing parking on the edge of the pavement.

Large vehicles parked at the entrance to Blondin or
Niagara often block access to others

Residents of Blondin and Niagara Avenues will have received
a questionnaire from EFRA asking for their views on possible
solutions. Please reply to this so that we can take your views
into account when we take matters forward with Ealing Council.
Return completed questionnaires to your street representatives
by 9 December 2007. If you have not received the consultation
or would like another copy contact your street representative or
email contact@efra.org.uk

More bus stops in
Northfield Avenue?

Your Committee has been looking at the bad spacing and lack
of bus stops at the southern end of Northfield Avenue. We have
contacted Ealing Passenger Transport Users Group (EPTUG) to
ask what is feasible. The Group has told us that putting more bus
stops along Little Ealing Lane is difficult because of the number
of schools in the area and related safety issues. However, they are
looking at the possibility of inserting bus stops between Tesco’s
and Northfield Station — particularly going south. If EPTUG
thinks that the idea is worth pursuing they will raise the matter
with Transport for London on our behalf. We will keep you
informed of developments.

Heathrow update

Air pollution, noise pollution and road congestion (causing more
air pollution) are EFRA’s chief concerns in relation to expansion
at Heathrow. We do not believe that these will be addressed
satisfactorily for local residents by those with a vested interest
in the expansion of Heathrow. Therefore, EFRA is currently
opposed to any further expansion.

HACAN ClearSkies, a group that lobbies against expansion
at Heathrow, lists the following facts on its website
(www.hacan.org.uk):

* The number of flights has doubled in the last 20 years.

* For each of the next 20 years flight numbers across the UK
are predicted to rise between 4% and 6%. The Government
expects this will require up to five new runways, plus full use
of the existing runways at most of the country’s airports.

* Aviations contribution to climate change is increasing.
Worldwide aviation is currently responsible for 3% of the
emissions that contribute to climate change. Over the coming
decades that is expected to rise to 15%.

*  Although individual aircraft have got quieter over the last two
decades, the growth in the number of aircraft has offset any
improvement in the noise level for people under the flight
paths.

In our area, airport nuisance is just about bearable at present,
compared with neighbouring areas such as Kew and Brentford.
However, if aircraft movements are increased at Heathrow
both noise and air pollution will increase significantly here. The
Government predicts that passenger levels could double in
the next 20 and nearly treble in the next 30 years. To address
this it has recommended the construction of a third runway at
Heathrow by 2015-2020, provided pollution levels set by the
EU can be met, and greater use of the existing two runways
by introducing mixed-mode operation in peak hours (aircraft
landing and taking off from both runways all the time) while
retaining runway alternation for the rest of the time. Mixed-
mode use of the existing two runways could become a reality
quite soon, resulting in far more flights over us.

EFRA is planning to produce a fact sheet with maps that will
cleatly show the impact of the removal of runway alternation
and the introduction of mixed mode as well as the effect that
a third runway will have on residents. The fact sheet will be
distributed to all EFRA households. We all need to make our
voices heard if we do not want a future of excessive noise and
air pollution. Recently, the Government climbed down on a plan
to increase night flights in and out of Heathrow and opposition
to this plan from affected residents was a factor. We need to do
the same for the broader expansion plans.

If you want to keep up to date with what is going on with the
Heathrow expansion, check out:

www.hacan.org.uk

www.planestupid.com

If you want to track flights coming in and out of Heathrow have
fun with the following link:
lhr.webtrak-lochard.com

And send your views on Heathrow to our email address at:
contact@efra.org.uk
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Northfields Library

Our local library benefited from a complete makeover during
the summer and emerged bright, light, airy and welcoming,
The glass-fronted and much more inviting entrance area now
houses comfy chairs, a coffee machine and water cooler. Inside,
as you would expect in a modern library, are more computer-
access points and places to sit and study, as well as an improved
children’s corner specially equipped to appeal to young readers.
Sadly the number of books has had to be cut to provide space
for other facilities, new technology and better access, but the
refurbished library seems likely to attract more of us through its
doors. If you haven’t already done so, do check it out.

Christadelphian Hall, Dorset Road

The former Sherman Labour Hall in Dorset Road, long used
by a local playgroup and other community groups, has been

purchased by the Christadelphians, a religious group based on
Christian principles. Soon after they bought the hall and adjacent
land they applied to extend the facility, given growth in their
activities and the limited size of the existing building. Following
stiff opposition from local residents, the Christadelphians
withdrew their original planning application last summer. In late
August this year the application was resubmitted. There were
flaws in the Council’s notification process but local residents and
EFRA managed to make comments on the application around
about the time of the deadline for objections (21 September).
EFRA has concerns about the siting of the entrance for the new
building and has urged all parties to discuss their differences so
that the new building can meet both the needs of the owners, the
community and residents who are affected by the development.
At the time of writing, there is no news of when the Planning
Committee will consider the resubmitted planning application.

Christmas Fun Day

NABTA (Northfield Avenue Business & Traders Association)
is organising its second Christmas Fun Day on Saturday,
December 15th, from 2pm onwards. Building on the
success of our previous summer 2007 and Christmas 2006
events, we're hoping to see the Avenue packed to bursting
once again. There’ll be live bands, strolling musicians, carol
singers, food tasting, kids’ activities, magic, face painting,
competitions, raffles, live performers etc. etc. And of course
we’ll be raising funds for The Log Cabin. On behalf of the local
shops, restaurants, cafés and businesses, we extend a hearty
welcome to all EFRA members and their families!

Representing the community

Members of the committee have been busy representing EFRA
on two new local forums covering Northfields.

The Northfields Focus Group is a body set up by our ward
police Safer Neighbourhoods Team. In it representatives of
community groups meet with the local police to discuss crime in
the area, exchange information and agree priorities for policing;
It is always stressed that Northfields is one of the safest wards
in Ealing. For updates on any matters emerging from these
meetings go to the EFRA website.

Northfields Ward Forum has been set up by our local
councillors and is the first such body in Ealing, The councillors
invite representatives of community groups, schools, churches,
etc. to meet with them, the police Neighbourhood Support
Team, Countryside Rangers and Council officers to raise and
discuss local issues. There have been two such meetings so far
and both have been very useful. Thanks to our councillors for
organising this.

If there are any issues you would like us to raise at these
forums please let us know.

Do you freecycle?

Haling Freecycle™ is a useful web-based group which is growing
rapidly. If you have anything you want to dispose of but which
is too good to dump you just post it on the website and wait
for the replies to pout in. Similarly, you can post ‘wants’. No
exchange of money is allowed. The site is part of the national
Freecycle movement which aims to cut down on stuff going to
landfill. Wants and offers range from old pianos to baby clothes,
from computers to empty cardboard boxes. Whatever it is,
someone out there is likely to want it! Non-profit groups can
participate too.

Check out freecycle.org for details of the movement or
search on ‘Ealing Freecycle’.

Contacting EFRA

Website: www.efra.org.uk Email: contact@efra.org.uk
Tel: Roger Jarman (Vice-Chair): 8567 9874
Helen Johnson (Secretary): 8840 1506
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Ealing Fields Residents’ Association - Membership Application/Renewal

Many thanks to all those who have joined EFRA or renewed their membership in 2007/08. Your support ensures that EFRA represents
the views of the local community. The more members we have the stronger our voice in campaigning to keep Little Ealing a safe and

pleasant place to live.

To join EFRA or to renew your membership please complete and return this form, together with £2.00 membership fee per person,
to Clive Herring, 75 Bramley Road, London W5 4ST or to your street rep. A membership card will then be issued to you. Please note that

all fees paid now will last until the end of April 2008.



