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PROPOSED CULL
OF LIME TREES

Residents may be aware from the
local press that Ealing Council is
considering a proposal to replace
lime trees with a “new generation of

street trees for the future™ across the -

horough.

Ealing has about 25,000 street trees
and of these, some 4,500 are lime
trees. A recent survey of the 28
streets in the EFRA area has shown

that we have 488 street trees in total, -

of which 185 are lime trees (38%)

The Council’s rationale is that they
are excessively expensive to con-

trol — lime trees represent about 18%

of Ealing’s tree stock, but they cost
about 45% of the trees malntenance
budget to maintain.

Further, they point out that the sap
which the trees exude creates a
sticky mess on everything below
them. They also contend that insur-
ance claims against tree owners.
have increased significantly, and that
lime trees are the main culprits of
these claims.

The Council says that they are com-
mitted to replace every lime tree re-
moved with two other trees.

EFRA has written to the Head of Eal-
ing's Parks and Countryside Service,
to the Leader of the Council, and to
our 3 local councillors.

We have acknowledged that there -
may be some potential benefits from

B trees; the effect of the proposed cull
on the run-off/absorption of rainfall;
| and the effect on the provision of
habitat for wildlife,

& At the time of going to press we
B¢ have not had a response from the
& council, but we certainly expect to
have had a reply by the time of the
g4 EFRA AGM on May 26. iIf you want
f to hear the latest position or if you
want to have your say on the matter,
8 come along on the 26",

| Down the Drain

Paint, engine oil, pesticides, deter-
gents, litter — it alf gets tipped down
the drains in our streets. And where
does it go? Straight into our local
waterways, the River Brent, Grand
Union Canal and other local
streams. As a result these become
polluted, smelly and unatiractive and
little wildlife can survive.

Street drains are intended for rain-
water run-off only. Many people do
not realise that these are a com-
pletely separate system from the
drains that carry dirty water and sew-
age from our houses to treatment
works.

So EFRA has decided to do its bit.
Members will be participating in a

. local drain-stencilling project fo help
bring public attention to this problem
by reminding people that nothing
shouid be tipped down street
drains. Even the soapy water from
washing your car in:the street can
cause damage. Qld engine oil can
go in your green box for recycling
and unused paint to the Greenford
recycling centre.

the proposed cull, but we have regis-
tered our concern at the potential
loss of such a large number of trees
in our vicinity. These trees play a

part in combating pollution and sup-
porting wildlife, as well as having
aesthetic value, thus adding to the
quality of life in the area.

We have specifically asked the
council to ensure that individual resi-
dents and local residents’ groups are
consulted about any proposal to-fell
trees in the area. Further, we have
asked about the rate at which the
proposed cull will fake place.

Other questions and concemns we
have put to the council include: the
method of removal; the location, type
and maturity of replacement irees;
the effect of removal on subsidence
to properties; the likelihood of acci-
dental or wilful damage to immature
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Car Club in Ealing

If you are fed up with constantly
trying to find a car parking space
near your home, and are annoyed
at the cost of maintaining and run-
ning a car which you use only in-
frequently, then the London City
Car Club may be the answer for
you. You might also want to use it
instead of running a second car.

Put simply: you pay a member-
ship fee, and then you can book a
car from a space near your home;
on an hourly basis, on demand.

Once you are a member you can
book a CityCarClub car from a
minute to a year in advance, and
use it for as long as you like be-
tween one hour and a few days.
Membership is around £15 a
month, and you then pay £2.80 —
3.00 per hour (depending on size
of car) and 17-18p per mile. If you
use a car very infrequently, you
can opt for a lower monthly sub-
scription (£5) but with a higher
hourly charge (£3.95 per hour).

You pay nothing else — the fees
above include petrol, tax, insur-
ance, etc — and the cars are
cleaned for you. An in-car com-
puter works out the length of your
hire and the mileage done — you
simply receive an itemised bill at
the end of the month.

Once you are a member, you can
book any car in the London area,
although obviously you will nor-
mally want to try for the one near-
est to you. Car Club cars currently
occupy dedicated spaces inWest
Ealing and the Ealing Broadway
area (as well as throughout the
rest of London).but they are also
coming to a street near youl

Bays have already been marked
out in the following roads, which
are all either within, or just out-
side, the EFRA area:

Bramley Road

Cranmer Avenue

Dorset Road

Green Avenue

Temple Road

LITTLE EALING NEWS

The first car will be stationed in
one of these bays in mid-May
2005, with another following soon
after, and the remainder being
allocated to the other bays in the
following months, if there is suffi-
cient demand.

For further details and an applica-

tion pack, visit www.cityearclub.co.
uk or call 0845 330 1234.0r email

Simon@smartmoves.co.uk.

Traffic Calming
EFRA has made representations

- to the Council about two traffic

issues in the local area. One of
our proposals centres on a
scheme to deaf with the traffic
problems along Windmill Road.
There have been 8 accidents
along the road in the last thres
years. The Council has estimated
that traffic calming measures
would cost £12,000 and a study
would cost £4,000. Ealing Area
Commiitee will consider what
schemes will be funded for
2005/06 at its meeting in June.
We also asked for traffic calming
measures to be introduced for
Julien, Wellington and York
Roads but this proposal was
knocked back this year because
no accidents have been recorded
in these roads in the recent past.
We also understand that in the
near future a new pedestrian
crossing will be installed at North-
field Avenue adjacent to the
Flough.

The Tram

The Mayor of London - Ken Liv-
ingsione - has decided to press
ahead with the introduction of the
West London Tram along the Ux-
bridge Road despite the fact that
59% of respondents to the con-
sultation exercise on the Tram
last year were opposed fo its in-
troduction. There is still a long
way to go before the Tram be-
comes a reality. The Transport for
London Board is expected to take
a formal decision this autumn on
whether to seek powers to con-
struct and operate the Tram. An

application to the Secretary of
State then would be made for a
Transport and Works Order. A
Public Inquiry would be held o
consider objections to the
scheme. This would be six
months after the Order, and so
likely to be held in 20086, at the
earliest. The Secretary of State
then would decide if the scheme
should proceed, taking into ac-
count the outcome of the Public
Inquiry. EFRA will need to con-
sider our position the scheme. We
are currently represented on Save
Ealing Streets (the pressure
group established {o stop the
Tram's infroduction in Ealing) and
have some concerns about the
impact a Tram would have in our
area.

Heathrow Update
Only one of the two runways is
used at any time, giving people.
living under the flight paths a
break, at present. The pressure
group HACAN ClearSkies re-
ported on the results of the judg-
ment of the Judicial Review
which took place on 18" February
2005. HACAN, in conjunction with
other pressure groups and local
councils brought the challenge,
arguing that the consultation
document (leading up to the
White Paper on airport expan-
sion) did not make clear that the
ending of runway alternation at
Heathrow could be a short-term
alternative to a third runway.

The judge ruled that the Govern-
ment had been within its rights to
propose an ending of runway al-
fernation at Heathrow. He argued
that even though this fact was not
included in the White Paper, the
proposal was lawful because the

.Government had said that there

would be full consultation on any
proposals to end it. The judge
therefore confirmed that full con-
sultation would need to take place
before the abolition-of runway al-
ternation.

During the same hearing, the
judge also confirmed that any



third runway would need to be a
‘short’ runway and that a sixth ter-
minal would be required if a third
runway were built.

There has been a delay to the sec-

ond round of consultation concern- .

ing night flights. Stage 1 of the
consultation ended on 29" Octo-
ber 2004 and it was expected that
the Stage 2 consultation docurmnent
would be available in January
2005 but it has not yet been pub-
lished. EFRA will keep you in
touch with developments but for
further information on these and

other {opics relating to the aviation -

industry and its impact on local
communities consult the web-sites
of HACAN (www.hacan.org.uk}
and AirportWatch {(www.
airpartwatch.org.uk).

History Group

We have been busy this last year
with the history of Little Boston, a
house on Windmill Road now lost
where an American president once
lived. We have obtained the dia-
ries of John Quincy Adams for the
years

1815-1817 when he lived there.
We are in the process of transcrib-
ing parts of this diary which are
relevant {o the history of our area.
When the work is complete we aim
to publish this fascinating aspect
of our local history.

We had a successful Open House
walk last September with 44 peo-

' ple attending, and we also sold 15
copies of our local history book on
the day. Our history website is
http://www.littleealinghistory.org.uk
Our history book Little Ealing A
Walk Through History can be ob-
tained from local libraries or
through our website.

Little Ealing Primary

School Centenary

This will be celebrated on the 11th
June 2005,

The event will be a trip down
Memory Lane and will run from 3-
8pm. EFRA will join in the event
which celebrates the history of the
school over 100 years. The school

LITTLE EALING NEWS

is keen to contact former pupils of
all ages and have a centenary
website: www.littlealing.ealing.Igfl.
net.

The last newsletter from the

some live music on the day -
something nostalgic. So if anyone
knows of a choir, band ‘or group
ptease coniact the school office.
They also have a shopping web-
site to raise money for the school

www.buy at/litleealing

Planning Matters

Mobile Phone Masts

Orange made applications to erect
two mobile phone masts and
boxes in the Litile Ealing lane
area. Both applications have been
refused planning permission. So
far, Orange has not made any fur-
ther local applications. Itis a sen-
sitive area because of the prox-
imity of Little Ealing and Mount
Carmel Primary Schools. In Febru-
ary 2005 Vodaphone applied to
install six pole-mounted antennae
and ancillary equipment on the
roof of the IMO building, 222-4
Northfield Avenue, opposite North-
fields Station. This application also
has been turned down.

Former Petrol Station on North-
field Avenue.. A

Ealing Planning Services reported
on 11 April that no application is
being considered for this site at
present. Both the Council and
local residents look forward to the
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right development being approved
for the site eventually. The first ap-
plication for a mixed retail and
residential development was re-
fused. The applicants appealed”
and lost. In the meantime, another

- application for development of a

larger site, incorporating the exist-
ing Saab garage, also has been
refused by the Council. EFRA,
with help from the residents of
Devenshire and Windermere
Roads continues to monitor pro-

1 gress.

1 Thanks to our street cleaner.

i We would like to express our

P thanks, on behalf of many grateful
ll residents, for the excellent work

done by Nadia. She works stoi-
cally against the odds keeping the

B whole length of Northfield Avenue

clean. EFRA has senti a letier of
appreciation to the Director of
Cleaning Services.

Nightlife in Northfields

We have had a degree of success

in our fight to stop late-night drink-
ing and take-away food premises
disturbing residents at night. The
latest issue has been with Chicken
Spot and Kebab Spot (226/228

" Northfield Avenue) both of which

wanted to stay open through the
night. After prolonged hearings at
Acton Magistrates’ Court, and val-
iant efforts by local residents,
Chicken Spot is now required to
close at 2.30 am and Kebab Spot
at 2 am.

Itis likely that more and more
premises will be trying to extend
their hours through the night and
new legislation means that pubs,
formerly limited to national licens-
ing hours, are also be able to ap-
ply for such licences. The views of
residents for or against will obvi-

.ousiy be mixed and EFRA aims to

represent all these views. To date -
our members have overwhelm-
ingly voted against opening hours
extending into the mornings but

we want to hear your views. Con-
tact a committee member or come
to the AGM and have your say on
this and other local issues.



