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Improvements planned for Northfield traffic

Atthe recentward forum Councillor
David Millican provided news of
some welcome improvements to
traffic control and pedestrian safety
in the EFRA area. These are a
result of campaigning by residents
and EFRA over a number of years,
and, in particular, follow-on from
a walkabout during the summer
when several members of the
EFRA committee joined Northfield
Councillors David Millican and
Mark Reen and officers from Ealing
Council’s traffic department to look
at road and traffic issues along
Northfield Avenue.

Blondin and
Niagara Avenues

There is a long-standing access problem
in Blondin and Niagara Avenues for
emergency and service vehicles because of
the narrowness of the roads when cars are
parked on both sides. In September 2009
a house fire in Blondin Avenue burnt out
of control because fire engines could not
quickly gain access.

Blondin Avenue is due to be resurfaced
in January and that would provide an
opportunity to raise the surface of the
carriageway or reduce the kerb height to
allow pavement parking. It would also be
an opportunity to remove stop-and-shop
bays on one side thus easing entry into the
road. These ideas are now being developed
by the Council who will consult residents
of the roads on the actual plans.

In Niagara Avenue (see photo), two
stop and shop bays have been removed but
one on each side thus not easing entry into
the road. The layout of the bays is due to
be modified in November to provide two
bays on the south side of the road.

Wellington, Julien
and York Roads

These roads are often used by traffic
to avoid the speed humps on Bramley
Road and, due to the dip part way along
the roads, traffic speed actually increases.
Ealing Council has developed a scheme
for reducing traffic speed over a larger area
that also includes the roads around Little
Ealing School and that should be ready
for public consultation in November with
implementation possibly in spring next
year.

Junction of
Windmill Road and

Swyncombe Avenue

For several years EFRA has lobbied for an
improvement to this junction. After again
raising it on the walkabout, there is now
a proposal by Ealing Council to install a
mini-roundabout. Subject to feasibility and
the agreement of Hounslow borough, as
the junction is on the boundary of the two
boroughs, the scheme may be implemented
in year 2011-12.

Pedestrian crossing
near Lammas Park

A couple of years ago as part of a scheme

to reduce traffic speed, some pedestrian
crossings on Northfield Avenue were
modified to be become raised tables.
EFRA proposed that the zebra crossing
situated on Northfield Avenue between
Windermere Road and Cranmer Avenue
be included in the scheme but to no avail.
On the walkabout we discussed the
crossing with the councillors and Council
staff and now a scheme to re-position
and raise the crossing is being developed
by the Council, with the possibility of
implementation in the year 2011-12.

Northfields station
pedestrian crossing

On the light-controlled crossing outside
Northfields Station we demonstrated that
the ‘green man’ phase was only about seven
seconds, which did not always provide
enough time for pedestrians to cross the
road. The signal timings for each phase
have now been lengthened.
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New Log Cabin
development

In our last newsletter we reported on the
plans to redevelop the Log Cabin. Work is
about to start on the new building which
will be integrated with a new Sure Start
Children’s Centre and include premises
for the local scout group and nursery. The
building will provide bigger and better
facilities for the Log Cabin so that more
children with special needs will be able to
access the services offered. There will also
be a large hall and meeting room available
for rent by local groups.

One of thg main criteria in planning the

if

new building was to enable the Log Cabin
to continue to operate during the building

works — estimated to take until June or July
next year.

The new building will be entirely
single-storey and will be ‘eco-friendly’
with ground-source heating and a large
area of sedum roofing. In parallel with the
building, the neighbouring Bramley Road
Open Space will also be landscaped and
integrated with the new development to
make it a more inviting and usable space.

During building work, access will be
via Bramley Road Open Space. There will
inevitably be noise from the site, especially
in the eatly stages, and the contractors have
promised to keep EFRA and neighbours
informed.

Northfields Hostel

For several years the office building
opposite Northfield underground station
(264 Northfield Avenue) has been used
as a hostel for students and visitors
without ever having applied for planning
permission. In August, the owners applied
for permission for change of use to Faling
Council, and EFRA submitted a response
to the application. In summary we accept
the use of the building as a hostel if the
accommodation is of a much higher
standard than that which is currently
provided and thatit meets Council planning
guidelines.

Cranmer Avenue
development rejected

Earlier this year we reported on an
application to build a 3-storey block of flats
on the site of the snooker hall in Cranmer
Avenue. The application was rejected by
Ealing Council in May but the developer
subsequently appealed to the Planning
Inspectorate. EFRA worked with local
residents to prepare a detailed submission
to the Planning Inspector.

In September the Planning Inspector

upheld the Council’s rejection of the

original application. This is good news for

the Cranmer Avenue residents who agree
with redevelopment of the site but not
with the proposed building.

In the report the inspector commented
that the proposal would:

*  be an over-development of the site.

* harm the living conditions of the
nearby occupiers at 186 to 196
Northfield Avenue, and 1 Windings
Place, with regard to outlook.

It is possible that the developer will
make a further application, and EFRA will
be keeping a close watch on the situation.
The EFRA submission can be found on
our website along with links to the Planning
Inspectorate case and decision.

Spinning Wheel
In September the current owners of
the Spinning Wheel pub on Northfield

three
external changes to the building including

Avenue made applications  for
a sliding entrance door, a goods lift at the
rear, an access ramp and an ATM machine.
This implies that it is planned to use the
site for a local supermarket. As change of
use from an A4 (Drinking Establishment)
to Al (Shop) does not require planning
permission, EFRA is concerned that
proper all  affected
residents and other traders will not occur

consultation with

and has pressed the Council to reject the
applications until a single application
making clear the intentions is submitted.

Overdale Road cleanup

The area between Overdale Road and
the Underground line is suffering from
considerable fly-tipping and graffiti and is
a very visible eyesore from trains passing
through Northfields station. The graffiti
problem is now being addressed but the
removal of the large piles of rubbish is
being hampered by the Council not being
able to establish who the owner/occupier
of the land actually is. Please contact EFRA
if you have any knowledge regarding
the land, so that we can pass it on to the
Council Envirocrime team.

Pickering House

An application to expand Pickering House
by creating six 2-bedroom flats on top
of the building was approved by Ealing
Council in June, although EFRA was
concerned that the application did not
meet planning guidelines. So far work has
not yet commenced.

Message from the
membership secretary

Thank you to all members who have
renewed for the current year to April
2011. The size of our membership
is important as it gives EFRA more
influence on representations to Ealing
Council. We encourage those members
who have not yet renewed to do so.

The membership fee is £2.00 for
the first person at an address and
£1.00 for each further member. To
renew your membership please drop
the membership fee with a covering
note either to your street rep, whose
details should be written on the top of
this newsletter, or to the membership
Catla Andrewes, 24
Blondin Avenue.

Contacting EFRA

We now have over 270 members
receiving our e-newsletter in which

administrator

we provide more timely news and
information than can be provided in
the printed newsletter. If you do not
currently receive the e-newsletter then
you can sign-up through the website,
www.efra.org.uk/enewsletter

To contact EFRA

website: www.efra.org.uk/contact
email: contact@efra.orguk

Roger Jarman (Vice-chair): 020 8567 9874
Helen Johnson (Secretary): 020 8840 1506




