
Welcome to the EFRA newsletter. This issue is being delivered to the 2,000 households in our
membership area, which consist of the thirty five roads surrounding the station and the library.

In this newsletter we summarise what EFRA has been doing over the last twelve months and our
concerns and aspirations for the future. There’s much to be done and we welcome the support and
participation of everyone who lives, works or studies locally.

YET MORE AIRCRAFT NOISEEFRA AGM
This is the opportunity to
voice your concerns and
suggestions.

Our newly elected ward
Councillors will be there to
answer questions on Council
Services.

EFRA committee members will
be on hand to answer your
questions on our work.

Discuss joining the committee or
becoming a street representative.
Volunteers are most welcome.

Refreshments will be available,
so please join us at this annual
event which enables residents to
meet and discuss local matters
with their neighbours. More runways, new fight paths and more night flights – articles on page 2

Blondin Festival

Sunday 7th September

We are pleased to announce
that due to popular demand
the ‘Brentford Festival’ will
be returning to Blondin Park
for another year.

Community Noticeboard

We hope that residents have
found the new noticeboard beside
the Library entrance useful.

Email contact@efra.org.uk if
your organisation has community
information it would like to
display

Police updates
Residents are invited to register with
the Northfield Ward Police Team to
receive the team’s monthly email and
quarterly residents’ survey.

Register by emailing:

Adam.Quested@met.police.uk

DON’T MISS THE EFRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 28th May at 7.30pm at the NEW LOG CABIN
(behind Northfields Library)

Find out what’s happening about the local issues that affect you. Air your views and concerns.

Please arrive by 7.15 if you would like to join or renew your membership.

Spring 2014
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HEATHROW EXPANSION

In December 2013, the Airports Commission – set
up by Government to look at airport capacity –
published its interim report concluding that ‘it is
becoming more and more difficult for airports
and airlines to operate efficiently within the
constraints of the existing infrastructure’.
According to the Commission, London and the
South East are particularly affected by increased
demand for air travel and a shortfall in airport
capacity.

Following a period of consultation, the
Commission has shortlisted three options for
further analysis and assessment:

a) Gatwick Airport: a second runway

b) Heathrow Airport:

a. A third runway.

b. Lengthening the existing northern
runway so that it can operate as
two separate runways.

A new airport in the Thames Estuary was not
shortlisted but the Commission is undertaking
additional analysis in respect of this option which is
advocated by Boris Johnson, Mayor of London.

The Commission has asked Heathrow Airport Ltd
who are the sponsors of the third runway to
refine its proposal. This has prompted the
company to consult with local residents over the
location for the new runway.

Three options have been formulated:

North – Similar to that proposed a few years
back. This is a ‘short-ish’ runway, allowing all
planes to land but not the largest to take off.

South-West – Therefore away from the EFRA
area.

North-West – Like the North option but full
size. This option is currently Heathrow Airport
Ltd’s preference.

Although the fine detail of flight paths are not
shown in this review, checking back to the earlier
North runway proposal, on westerly landing the
approach would be just south of the EFRA area
above the Great West Road in Brentford. This is
significantly closer to our area than the current
flight paths.

It is worth noting that the Heathrow Airport Ltd
proposal booklet states that each of the three
runway options can evolve into a fourth runway in
the future.

What’s next?

 July/August 2014: The Commission will
decide whether a new airport in the
Thames Estuary should be added to the
shortlist.

 Autumn 2014: A national consultation will
be launched on all short-listed options.

 Summer 2015: The Airport Commission will
publish its final recommendations.

It will then be up to the Government of the day to
decide how to take forward the recommendations
of the Commission. Whatever option is selected, a
further round of consultation is likely.

EFRA is firmly opposed to ANY expansion at
Heathrow and we will continue to campaign
against a third runway both directly and as
members of HACAN (Heathrow Association for the

Control of Aircraft Noise) and EANAG (Ealing Aircraft

Noise Action Group).

A quick reminder about Night Flights
The Government is proposing to extend the current night flight regime until 2017 by which time the
results of the Airports Commission consultations will be known. A second stage of a consultation
exercise closed on 31st January 2014 and the Government is expected to make an announcement
about night flights in late April/beginning of May 2014. We should be able to report on this at the
AGM.

EFRA subscribes to both HACAN and EANAG. We therefore appreciate your subscriptions and
donations which enable us to continue to support, and affiliate to, these vital voluntary groups.
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TRANSPORT ISSUES

Piccadilly Line Developments
Transport for London has proposed that from autumn 2015 the
Piccadilly Line will run all night on Fridays and Saturdays.

This will mean that there will be more people milling around Northfields
Station in the early hours of weekend mornings. There could be an
increase in anti social behaviour. And there might also be pressure on the
Council to permit more 24 hour trading in the vicinity of the station.

Additionally overnight running of the Tube will cause noise problems for
those people whose properties back onto the Tube.

We will keep a watching brief on the TfL proposals and ensure residents’
interests are taken into account as the plans develop.

Northfields Tube
Station forecourt
Over the last few years we have
reported that the Council has been
working with TfL on improvements
to Northfields Tube Station forecourt
and the crossing opposite the
station.

Some of those improvements have
now been put in place. We are
pleased, for instance, that the new
crossing has proved such a success.

We are disappointed though that the
road could not be narrowed to make
the crossing safer. This was
apparently because the works would
have weakened the structure and
threatened the integrity of the
bridge itself.

We continue discussions with the
Council about detailed aspects of the
plans for the forecourt including the
siting of the bike stands and the
lamp standards on the forecourt.

Pavement puddles
On a particularly positive note, in the
last year we worked with local
Councillors to use Ward Forum
monies to provide new paving all the
way from Bramley Gardens to
Devonshire Road. This has alleviated
the ‘ponding’ problems that were
evident in the area outside
Sainsbury’s Local.

We also succeeded in arranging for
relaying the pavement around the
southbound bus stop between
Wellington and Julien Roads.

Proposed roundabout at
the Plough junction

EFRA has lobbied Ealing Council for
several years to install a
roundabout at the junction just
outside the Plough on Northfield
Avenue. Given the traffic flows at
the junction, a roundabout seems a
sensible way to manage traffic
flows more safely - both for
pedestrians and motorists.

Following site meetings in May and
June last year involving EFRA
representatives and local
Councillors, we were advised that
during 2014/15 an assessment will
be made by the Council of traffic
flows at the junction.

We are hopeful that soon after the
assessment is completed a decision
will be taken to build a roundabout
at the junction. Funding for any
works will come from the Mayor’s
fund to improve traffic flows for
key routes in the Capital.

W
N
e
r

CPZ consultation south of
Little Ealing Lane this
summer

Many residents will be familiar with
the parking pressures south of Little
Ealing Lane. Consultations on the
introduction of CPZs in the area
have been held in the past but to
date there has not been sufficient
support for car parking restrictions
in the area. However CPZs are now
being introduced by Hounslow just
south of our area and parking
pressures have continued to
worsen.

We can now report that working
with our local Councillors we have
persuaded the Council to carry
out a further consultation on the
introduction of a CPZ in the area.
In part this is because a survey
undertaken by EFRA and local
residents in Ealing Park Gardens,
Radbourne Avenue and Chandos
Avenue late last year revealed
overwhelming support for a CPZ
e continue to press TfL Buses, the
HS and the Council for the
xtension of the E2 and E8 bus
outes from Brentford to the West

Middlesex Hospital, so that patients
can have a direct journey to their
hospital appointments and relatives
find the journey easier.

covering at least those roads.

The consultation is planned for
this summer. We will keep you
informed of developments as they
occur.

Keep up to date with local events with our regular e-newsletter. All we need is your email address,
which we will not share with anyone. Please email your details to: contact@efra.org.uk

Bus routes to West Middlesex Hospital

mailto:contact@efra.org.uk
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PLANNING MATTERS
See our website http://www.efra.org.uk/

for more planning stories

Planning Policies

Planning policies set the ‘ground rules’ which are used to decide
contentious local planning applications.

EFRA therefore makes a special point of taking part in the
consultations about changes to these policies. In the last year we
took an active role in the public examination of Ealing’s Development
Management Policies and submitted a detailed response to the
proposed changes to the London Plan.

We will be participating with other residents’ associations in the review and
updating of Ealing’s detailed planning guidance, which will include examples of how
the planning policies should be interpreted.

A particular concern is the recent substantial increase in the target for the number
of new homes over the numbers set in 2011. The annual target for London has
been increased by 10,200, or 32%, while Ealing’s target has increased by an
additional 407 to a total of 1,300 new homes a year. An increase of 46%.

There is likely to be tremendous pressure on sites and developers may attempt to
use the increased housing targets to justify the overdevelopment of sites in our low
rise residential neighbourhood.

Contacting EFRA
If you have any local concerns,
please email us at:

contact@efra.org.uk

Cranmer Avenue Snooker Hall

The developer has appealed against
the refusal of their latest attempt to
overdevelop the site. EFRA has
submitted a detailed objection and
argued that the development should
be in keeping with the neighbouring
homes.

Current & Recent
Planning Applications

EFRA comments on the larger local
planning applications where these
could adversely affect the
surrounding residents.

In the past year these have included
the following.

Reynard Mills
Following three failed applications
by the previous developer, this site
has been sold, subject to their
obtaining planning permission, to
Notting Hill Housing Group.

Notting Hill are finalising a housing
scheme of around 195 homes, down
from the previous maximum of 315.
There will be a mix of houses and
flats. The number of residents is
likely to be around 700, down from
the original proposal for 1,100.

At present there is only a draft scheme,
which was shown at the public
exhibitions organised by Notting Hill.
The detailed planning application is

expected later in the summer. Please
make sure we have your email
address so we can update you.

Many of the earlier concerns appear to
have been addressed. For example,
there will now be low rise housing all
around the edge of the site with 4 and 5
storey apartment blocks at the centre.
These will be lower than the earlier
proposals and shouldn’t be visible from
outside the site.

Notting Hill are keen to maximise car
parking on the Reynard Mills site in
order to minimise parking in nearby side
streets. They hope that Hounslow
Council, the planning authority, will
allow them 200 parking places.

Assyrian Centre
EFRA was concerned at the proposal
to use the car park behind the Ealing
Christian Centre when the Assyrian
Centre held evening functions, and
objected to the application.

Motorcycle Training at the
Orion Park Works

The residents of Belsize Avenue,
Mayo Court and Jefferson Close
continue to be subjected to
motorcycle training at the bottom
of their short back gardens.

The Council made an error in one
of its planning documents and we
are now waiting for the result of a
second planning appeal.

There have also been problems
with the noise enforcement action
at the Magistrates Court and we
understand that the operator may
be appealing to the County Court.

EFRA has actively supported the
residents at every stage and
attended more than eight sessions
at the Magistrates Court.

DON’T MISS THE EFRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 28th May at 7.30pm at the NEW LOG CABIN
(behind Northfields Library)

Please arrive by 7.15 if you would like to join or renew your membership

Drinks and light refreshments

http://www.efra.org.uk/
mailto:contact@efra.org.uk

