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Welcome to EFRA’s autumn newsletter  keeping you up to date with local 

issues. We try to keep in touch with developments which affect our area and take action 
when necessary in response to local views. We are always pleased to hear from our mem-
bers. There has not been space in this issue to report on all the activities of the last few 
months, but rest assured that we are involved in all the following areas: the threatened ex-
pansion of Heathrow Airport; the plans for a tram through Ealing; traffic and parking is-
sues; planning and licensing applications in our area, and protection and enhancement of 
open space. We rely on the support of members and so we are collecting now all out-
standing subscriptions for the year to April 2004. Please see the enclosed slip.

How to contact us
Helen Johnson, secretary 8840 1506
Mary Woods, newletter editor, 8847 1329
Website www.efra.org.uk

Durston House loses appeal. 
Durston House School has lost its planning 
appeal to build a junior school on the play-
ing field at Swyncombe Avenue. EFRA
supported the many 
local people who
opposed the plan,
giving evidence at 
the appeal in Janu-
ary. We explained
that residents living 
around the site
would experience
increased noise,
and disturbance
from traffic if the
school were to be 
built. Many local people were concerned
also about the loss of open space that would
result from building on the playing field. 
The Planning Inspector’s report was pub-

lished on 1 August. He agreed with many of 
our views. On the question of loss of open 
space he concluded that ‘there would be a 
detrimental effect on the character and ap-
pearance of the area by reason of the loss of 

openness of the 
land’. He found 
also that there
would be an un-
acceptable im-
pact on the
ameni ty  of
those living
around the site
because of in-
creased noise
levels in par-

ticular. Having lost two planning appeals 
we hope that the school will accept now that 
building on the playing field can never be 
justified environmentally.

Mount Carmel new building update. 
As reported in previous newsletters, Mount Carmel School has plans to build new class-
rooms, specialist teaching areas and a hall extension. Planning permission was granted in 
April after modifications to the design to reduce the impact on neighbours in Julien and 
York Roads. The EFRA Committee and Councillor Simon Woodroofe helped set up 
meetings between the School and those who had registered objections. The Department 



Casualty Plus.
This new facility is on the Great West Road near St John’s church. Apparently this is the 
first purpose built, walk- in private casualty unit in Britain. If it works, there will be more. 
Minimum payment is £29 and any treatment necessary comes on top. Follow-up visits 
can be anything between £100-£150. There are differing views. Some people see it as a 
welcome alternative and a chance to avoid long queues in A&E, other feel private facili-
ties are a threat to the NHS. What do you think?

EFRA works with Council on Northfields crossing.
In the early summer the Council installed a much needed Pelican crossing at Northfields
Station. We discussed the details with Council officers to ensure that residents' views on 
the installation were taken into account. We asked that only one set of lights be used 
(rather than the ugly double sets that are now being used elsewhere in the Borough). And 
we also discussed the siting of the bus stop south of the crossing. The site of the bus stop 
is in the gift of Transport for London and discussion on this matter continues between the 
Council and TfL.

Writing on the wall for graffiti.
Ealing Council cleans graffiti from residential properties free of charge. EFRA has pro-
duced a leaflet reminding local people of this service. We are dropping these leaflets in 
properties that have been 'tagged' by vandals. If your property has been targeted in this 
way you can get the tags removed by calling the graffiti hotline on 8825 6000

for Education and Skills approved revised costs of £2.8m in July. At the time of writing, 
the project has gone to tender. The School hopes that work will start before the end of the 
autumn term. 


