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Little Ealing News 

Little Ealing News Is the newsletter of Ealing Fields Residents’ Association. We would be pleased to receive contributions of local 
views and news. Please send them to the Secretary. 

Website: www.efra.org.uk 

Airport expansion update 
In the October newsletter, EFRA 
reported on the Government’s 
consultation exercise on airport 
expansion in the South East. One 
of the options for increasing 
capacity is to build a third runway 
at Heathrow which EFRA 
opposes. We invited all EFRA 
members to consult the 
Department for Transport website 
for further information and to 
respond to the Government’s 
invitation for comment. The 
consultation exercise was due to 
end in November 2002. 
New consultation  
The original consultation 
document specifically excluded 
an option for further development 
at Gatwick because of an earlier 
decision not to construct a second 

runway at Gatwick before 2019. 
Following publication of  the 
airport consultation paper in July 
2002, Medway Council, and Kent 
County Council, challenged the 
Government's decision to exclude 
options for new runways at 
Gatwick from the Air Transport 
White Paper.   
On 26 November 2002, the High 
Court ruled that the Government 
had been wrong to exclude from 
the consultation options for new 
runways at Gatwick. The 
Government has accepted the 
court judgment. As a result, the 
consultation process has been 
extended. The Government is 
publishing a revised South East 
consultation document including 
one or more new runway options 
at Gatwick.   Consult the 

Department for Transport web 
site at http://www.aviation.dft.
gov.uk/index.htm.  
 
Now the Department for 
Transport has published the 
second  edition of 'The Future 
Development of Air Transport in 
the UK: South East'.  
 
For a summary see 
 
aircohttp://www.aviation.dft.
gov.uk/consult/nsult/latest/
news/index.htm 
 
A third runway at Heathrow 
would mean a great deal more 
aircraft noise and air pollution for 
our area, which is likely to be 
under the flight path. Make sure 
you have your say. 

A Third Runway? 

Durston House School has 
applied again for planning 
permission to build a school on 
their playing field at Swyncombe 
Avenue. EFRA and Boston 
Manor Residents’ Association are 
objecting on behalf of local 
residents. Members attended the 
Planning enquiry held over four 
days from 19 January at 
Hounslow Civic Centre. Giving 
evidence, EFRA made the points 

that residents who live in 
Windmill Road would be 
disturbed by traffic noise  to the 
rear of their homes, and noise 
from the playground and school. 

There is local opposition to the 
loss of open space; once the 
playing field is built on it will be 
gone for ever. The Planning 
Enquiry has not concluded and is 
due to reconvene on 24 March at 
10am at the Civic Centre. The 
hearing is open to the public. If 
you feel strongly, make a note in 
your diary and go along. 

Objections to School Proposal 
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Parking Zone News 

No change to 
Northfields CPZ 
Following the 
consultation exercise late 
last year, Ealing Council 
has agreed with local 
residents that there 
should be no changes to 
the Northfields CPZ. The 
majority of respondents 
to the survey felt that 
parking was easier/much 
easier with the CPZ and 
that congestion was at 
least no worse than it had 
been before the CPZ was 
introduced. There was 
general support for the 
hours of operation of the 
Northfields CPZ and no 
overall support for 
extending the zone to 
include Ealing Park 
Gardens or other roads. 
EFRA had requested that 
residents be asked 
whether the South Ealing 
and the Northfields zones 
should be merged. 
Although there was 
significant support for 
this proposal, there was 
no evidence that this was 
overwhelmingly favoured 
by local people. 

Teacher Parking, the 
fight goes on 

One issue which we 
continue to press with the 
Council concerns parking 
for teachers at Little 
Ealing School. At the 
Ealing Area Committee 
on February 3 (where the 
survey results were 
considered) 

representatives from the 
school and EFRA argued 
that teachers at the school 
should be allowed to 
purchase permits so that 
they can park in the CPZ. 
This view was supported 
by 27% (144) of 
residents who expressed 
a view about the 

implementation of the 
CPZ in the survey last 
year. The Area 
Committee supported our 
line and referred the issue 
to the Cabinet for 
decision. Sadly, on 25 
February the Council 
meeting decided that 
there should be no 
change. This is a serious 
set back, but EFRA will 
continue to support the 
school’s campaign. 

 

 

Northfields 
Station Crossing 

Trams 
EFRA has representation 
on Ealing's consultative 
group examining the 
proposal to introduce a 
tram system along the 
Uxbridge Road. EFRA 
has some concerns about 
the proposal and will be 
working with the Council 
and other groups in the 
Borough to evaluate the 
feasibility of introducing 
this transport system 
along a road which is 
heavily used by cars, 
buses and other forms of 
transport. 

The Northfield Avenue 
pedestrian crossing by the 
station is to be improved. It 
will have push button 
control, better lighting and a 
new coloured road surface 
on the approach. The bus 
stop for southbound E2 and 
E3 routes has been moved 
further along Northfields 
Avenue. The bus shelter has 
not yet been moved which is 
causing some confusion. We 
will be keeping an eye on 
progress. 



Following the phenomenal 
success of the local history book, 
Little Ealing, a walk through 
history, the EFRA history group 
has decided on a new project. We 
aim to produce an A to Z of the 
Northfields Little Ealing area 

providing details of the origin of 
the street names, plus a short 
history wherever possible. 
Personal recollections and 
interesting anecdotes will be 
included. If you or your family 
have lived in the area a long time 

and you can tell us interesting 
facts about the past, including 
personal experiences, please let 
us know.  
Contact: Rita Smith or Helen 
Johnson (see back page for 
details). 

As reported in the last 
Newsletter, Mount 
Carmel School has made a 
planning application for 
new classrooms, specialist 
teaching areas and a hall 
extension.  The 
application was submitted 
in October and the 
Borough issued 
consultation notices in 
December. Some 
objections have been 
made by residents in 
Julien Road and that the 
Borough has been in 
correspondence with the 
architects (Ryder 
Architecture Design & 

Management) about 
aspects of the design.  At 
the time of writing, the 
Borough had not made a 
decision on the 
application.  The school 

have appointed an Acton 
firm - Moore, Piet & 
Brookes - as Landscape 
Architects to work with 
Ryder on the project.  If 
you want more 

information, contact the 
EFRA Committee, the 
Borough Planning 
Department or the School 
Governors (greg.
mcgrath@btinternet.com).  
EFRA has written to the 
Council supporting the 
scheme in principle but 
urging that the concerns 
of local residents should 
be given serious 
consideration. Concerns 
include increased noise 
and disruption for those 
living nearby and the loss 
of teacher parking spaces. 
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Mount Carmel building update 

New History Project 

Coming events in Blondin Nature Reserve 
If you are interested in encouraging wildlife, meeting some like-minded neighbours and keeping fit, our 
local nature reserve, sandwiched between Blondin Park and Boston Manor Road needs you. Friends of 
Blondin, a group of local volunteers, holds regular work sessions in the site helping to maintain and 
develop the various habitats.  

Future Friends workdays are:  23 March, 24 May, 20 July, 13 September and 9 November, all from 1 to 
4 pm. 

Everything you need is provided and no experience is necessary. 

Other events planned include: 

Creatures of the deep, Saturday 24 May, 2–4 pm – a look at life in the pond 

Blondin Day, Sunday 27 July, 1–5 pm – our local community festival with lots of entertainment for all 
the family 

Apple Day, Sunday 12 October, 2–4 pm – a celebration of our community orchard 

Put them in your diary now! 

For further info contact Helen on 8840 1506. 
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We need your support! 
Supporting the interests of local people takes up 
the time of volunteer committee members, but it 
also takes money. We aim to produce 3 newslet-
ters a year to keep you in touch. We cannot do this 
unless we receive members subscriptions. Please 
let us have your subscription for 2003 if you have 
not yet paid it. From now on you can pay for 2004 
too. 
 
The EFRA AGM will be held on 22 May at 
the Log Cabin. 
Make a note in your diary. 


