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LITTLE EALING NEWS 

Parking consultation results  

The last few months have seen us once 
again in the thick of sometimes bitter 
debate about controlled parking. While 
many EFRA members are happily 
ensconced within the Northfield 
Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ), roads 
just outside it have predictably been 
suffering from 'displacement parking'. 
Many residents were also aware that 
discussions about introducing 
controlled parking were going on in 
Brentford. They pressed EFRA to take 
action. The Council agreed to go to a 
formal consultation about introducing a 
'Little Ealing' CPZ, to cover the area 
between the Northfield CPZ and 
Brentford, at the same time as 
consulting other neighbouring areas. 
Little did we realise that this would 
open a large 'can of worms'! The 
consultation took place in 
December, with questionnaires 
circulated by the Council and an 
exhibition at King Fahad Academy. 

Meanwhile, vehement anti-CPZ 
campaigners from outside our area 
circulated leaflets making exaggerated 
claims about the costs of being in a CPZ 
and listing all sorts of potential 
problems. Shopkeepers in Northfield 
Avenue ran a vociferous campaign 
claiming they would go out of business. 
EFRA does not currently have a policy 
for or against CPZs, but we were 
concerned at the misinformation being 
circulated so put out a leaflet explaining 
how it was working in the Northfield 
Zone and the reasons why some of our 
members were keen to have one. Perhaps 
not unexpectedly, residents in the 
possible 'Little Ealing' Zone voted 
overwhelmingly against having 
controlled parking, except for the roads 
immediately bordering on the existing 
Northfield Zone - the top of Windmill 
Road, Little Ealing Lane, and 
Gumleigh Road. After much debate in a 
series of committees, the Council has 

decided that these will be added to the 
existing Northfield Zone. It has also 
decided that residents of Hollies Road, 
Radbourne and the South Ealing end of 
Little Ealing Lane will be allowed to 
buy permits to park in neighbouring 
zones but will not be part of them. This 
leaves Convent Gardens in a vulnerable 
position and EFRA has been pressing 
the Council to re-consult Hollies and 
Convent but so far with no success. If 
you are concerned about this contact 
our local councillors. 

Roger Jarman, EFRA's transport 
spokesman, chairs a group which 
monitors the operation of the 
Northfield CPZ and has regular 
meetings with Council officers to raise 
any problems. The group has recently 
been involved in producing a detailed 
response to the Council on the review 
of the operation of CPZs generally, 
which is currently taking place.   

Residents win Durston battle  

Good news! The Planning Inspector 
has just issued her decision on the 
appeal by Durston House School. The 
appeal has been dismissed, which 
means that the planning application to 
build a school on the playing field site 
off Swyncombe Avenue cannot go 
ahead. This is welcome news for all 
those living around the site who 
objected to the proposal. The Public 
Enquiry took place in January. Many 
local residents wrote to object to the 
proposal to build a school on what is 
now Durston House playing field. 
EFRA objected on behalf of residents 
within our area, and spoke at the 
Enquiry. There was concern about 

the noise, disruption and increased 
traffic which a school on the site would 
generate, as well as the loss of an 
attractive open space. The Inspector 
found against the appellants on a 
number of grounds. She concluded that 
the proposed school building would 
be intrusive in what is now a largely 
open site. The associated parking and 
turning areas would lead to increased 
vehicle activity, causing disturbance 
to nearby residents. The development 
overall would be a 'significant and 
harmful change' to the character of the 
site. The Inspector did not find that 
the junction with Swyncombe Avenue 

would be inadequate or that there were 
significant highway safety concerns. 
She did express doubt however that the 
school's proposed travel plan could be 
made to work effectively, or would 
have a significant impact on the 
increase in traffic which would occur. 
The Inspector's decision is very 
welcome, but we should be prepared 
for the possibility of a further appeal by 
the appellants to the High Court, or 
further planning applications to 
develop the site in future. This might be 
the end of a chapter rather than the end 
of the story. 
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Your residents' 
association  

EFRA has been around since 1974, 
with a small but active committee 
working to maintain and improve the 
local environment. We have done a lot 
this year, as you will see from reading 
this newsletter, and have had some 
success. We have good links with the 
Council and make sure that the voice of 
Little Ealing residents is heard on 
matters that concern this area. One thing 
we need to do better is telling you what 
we are doing and recruiting and 
involving more members. To help us in 
this we are building up a system of street 
reps. If you are interested in taking 
on this - not too onerous - task please 
contact our membership secretary 
who will be delighted to hear from you. 
We will also try to improve the 
frequency of our newsletters. Moving into 
the modern age, EFRA has n o w  set  
up a w e b s i t e  at www.efra.org.uk 
where soon you will be able to access up-
to-date news of our activities and 
forthcoming events. EFRA depends on 
your support. We can only truly 
represent the interests of local 
residents if we have a strong 
membership and active committee. 
Please help by joining and consider 
becoming a committee member. Any of 
the existing committee will be happy to 
tell you more of what is involved and 
how the Association works. 

The EFRA Committee  

Chairperson: 
Mary Woods, 211 Windmill Road, W5 
(88471329) 
Vice-Chairperson: 
Vacant 
Treasurer: 
David Ashforth, 93 Bramley Road, 
W5 (8579 0632) 
Secretary: 
Helen Johnson, 18 Wellington Road, 
W5 (8840 1506) 
Membership Secretary: 
Clive Herring, 75 Bramley Road, W5 
(85672501) 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Duncan Cameron, 8 Bramley Road, 
W5t(88406576) 
Les Carsons, 44 Julien Road, W5 
(8579>0701) 
Andrew Dick, 24A Little Ealing Lane, 
W5 (8579 5134) 
Roger Jarman, 47 Dorset Road, W5 
(85679874) 
John Johnson, 62 Julien Road, W5 
(88403500) 
Rosmarie Matter, 27 Birkbeck Road, 
W5 (8932 1239) 
Joyce Mistry, 23 Hereford Road, W5 
(85675823) 
Angela Peebles, 25 Convent Gardens, 
W5 (8568 8648) 
Rita Smith, 1 Ealing Park Gardens, 
W5 (85602043) 
Auditor: Jay Patel, 261 Northfield 
Avenue, W5 (88404464) 

Millennium History 
Project  

EFRA is marking the millennium with 
the publication of a booklet on the 
history of our area after a successful bid 
for lottery funding. The idea grew out 
of a popular local history walk which 
has been led by committee members 
Mary Woods and Rita Smith for the past 
three years. It will include lots of 
historic photographs of our area as well 
as reminiscences of local residents. Plans 
are in hand for launching the book 
with an exhibition at Northfields 
Library in July. Contact Rita (8560 
2043) or Mary (8847 1329) for further 
details or log on to the EFRA website. 

Look out for 
Blondin Day!  

Sunday 10 June will see the grand re-
launch of Blondin nature area, now 
designated as a Local Nature 
Reserve. Make a note in your diary 
now for this not-to-be-missed local 
event. 
The Friends of Blondin group has been 
developing the nature area behind 
Blondin Park (the former Northfield 
Recreation Ground) in collaboration 
with Ealing Parks and Countryside 
Service. Successful bids over the past 
year to the Lotteries Board and Green 
Corridor Partnership by the Friends 
have funded gates, paths, a boardwalk 
for the pond, benches, saplings and 
thousands of hedge plants - planted by 
an army of volunteers. We even have 
our own piece of 'community art' in 
progress - watch this space! In spite of 
all this activity, the wildlife is 
flourishing especially in and around the 
pond which is now well settled in after a 
bumpy start in life. 
Attractions planned for Blondin Day, 
which will take place between 1 and 4 
pin in Blondin Park, include guided 
walks round the nature area, archery 
and displays of country pursuits and 
street entertainers, plus refreshments 
and a bar. There will also be a variety of 
children's activities including a bouncy 
castle, face painting, games, treasure 
hunt and fancy dress parade. Between 
1.30 and 2.30, the Keith Waithe quartet 
will entertain with their highly popular 
brand of jazz-fusion. For more 
information on the Friends of Blondin or 
Blondin Day call Helen on 8840 1506 or 
visit the Friends website: 
www.blondin.f9.co.uk 

 
A class at Little Ealing School in the early 1900s 



Apparently 'abandoned' cars clogging 
up our precious parking spaces are a 
serious cause of concern in this area. 
The number removed by the Council 
rose from 272 in the year 1996/7 to over 
2500 in 1999/2000 and is expected to 
be well over 3000 in 2000/2001. The 
Council is clearly finding it difficult to 
keep up with the ever-increasing 
number. However, it is very frustrating 
when they continue to sit in the road 
months after they have been reported. We 
thought it might be helpful to 
summarise how the procedure for 
removing these vehicles works. The 
Council has a duty to remove 
vehicles that have been abandoned on 
any land without legal authority. The 
Council receives about 1200 calls a 
month about abandoned vehicles, of 
which about 75% prove not to have 
been abandoned. 
A daily list of reported vehicles is 
printed out for officers to investigate. 
They have to inspect the vehicle and 
decide whether it is only fit for crushing 
(untaxed and of very low value - called 
Class A) or whether it should be 
removed and stored while efforts are 
made to trace the owner (i.e. taxed 
and/or of value - called Class B). When 
a vehicle is reported to the Council they 
have to inspect it and decide which 

The huge glass and steel complex at the 
junction of Boston Manor Road and the 
Great West Road, is nearing 
completion and will open in September 
as the new HQ of Glaxo SmithKIine. It 
is certainly impressive, towering over 
Boston Manor Park, not to mention the 
elevated section of the M4. When fully 
occupied, it will be a workplace for 
over 3000 people, which might be good 
news for local jobs, but what is the 
likely impact for local residents? The 
fear is that a lot of the employees, 
visitors and deliveries will be using 
local roads, increasing traffic 
congestion and causing parking chaos. 
EFRA representatives attend 
community liaison meetings with the 
company and the developers. We have 
raised these issues, as well as more 
immediate concerns about the impact 
of the highway works associated with 
the development. Serious traffic 
congestion has resulted, with long 
tailbacks at peak times on local roads, 

category it fits. If it is Class A they 
attach a notice stating that it will be 
removed for destruction after a 
specified period (usually seven days). 
The Council also has to carry out police 
checks in case the car has been involved 
with any crime. If someone claims it, or 
it is found to have been involved in a 
crime, the Council cannot remove it, 
even if it is untaxed. The DVLA is 
responsible for enforcing tax disc 
requirements. Vehicles not claimed 
should then be taken for crushing; the 
Council aim to do this within 25 days 
but admit they are not achieving this 
target. For Class B vehicles the Council 
has to make enquiries with the DVLA 
and the police and men write to the last 
registered owner stating that it will be 
removed. If they do not respond within 
10 days it is removed to a depot and 
stored. After a further 21 days, but only 
after its road fund licence, if any, has 
expired, it can be disposed of. 

The Council currently offers residents a 
free collection and disposal service for 
unwanted   vehicles.   Phone   the 
environment call centre on 020 8758 
5506 
To report an abandoned vehicle, phone 
the same number. 

particularly Windmill Road. The result 
of these 'improvements' is a different 
road layout. There is now no right turn 
from Boston Manor Road into the 
Great West Road, with traffic being 
filtered left into a 'jug handle'. A right -
turn here now involves negotiating 
several sets of traffic lights. One fear is 
that drivers will try to use Windmill 
Road as an alternative a residential 
road which is wholly unsuitable for 
the level of traffic it is carrying 
already. However, there is now talk 
of banning right-hand turns from 
Windmill Road too. We have been 
assured that employees will be 
encouraged to use public transport, and 
there will be an improved train service 
from Waterloo to Brentford Station and 
beyond as well as more buses. This is 
good news, but the overall situation 
remains worrying. We will be keeping 
a close eye on developments, 
particularly the traffic and parking. 

Fighting graffiti  

The plague of graffiti continues and 
EFRA is determined to help fight it. 
Ealing Council now has an anti-graffiti 
officer and employs two teams to clean 
up graffiti in the Borough. A successful 
'clean-up' day was recently held, 
involving local residents with helping 
the teams clean graffiti in South Ealing 
Road. 

 

EFRA hopes to organise a similar event 
in Northfield Avenue, possibly in early 
August. If you are interested in helping, 
talk to our graffiti .man on the spot, 
Roger on 8567 9874. To report or ask 
for help in removing graffiti call: 8832 
6464. 

Crossing Windmill Road  

As a result of our lobbying, the Council 
has carried out a survey and agreed that a 
safe crossing place is needed for 
Windmill Road in the vicinity of 
Gunnersbury School. But where 
should it go? The Council will be 
consulting local residents and, if it is 
felt it would be useful, EFRA will 
arrange a meeting of local residents to 
discuss the issue. 

Sherman Labour Hall  

Representations from EFRA and local 
residents were major influences in 
getting a developer to withdraw its 
planning application to build four 
houses and a new hall on this backland 
site in Dorset Road last year. The local 
Labour Party Trustees who manage the 
hall, which is used mainly as a 
community resource, are seeking ways 
to fund replacement of the hall which is 
reaching the end of its useful life. They 
have agreed to involve local residents 
in discussions about the future of the 
site. 

Abandoned cars  

Glaxo SmithKIine headquarters  



  

  

EALING FIELDS RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

To renew your membership or to join EFRA please complete this form (or put details on a separate sheet) and return 
together with £1 membership fee (per person). NB. All fees paid now will last until April 2002. Name: 
______________________________________________ 

Address: 

Telephone 

Please return to Clive Herring, 75 Bramley Road, Ealing W5, or your nearest EFRA Committee member. 

 

EFRA Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 23 May, 7.30 pm 

The Log Cabin, 259 Northfield Avenue (at the end 
of the driveway beside Northfield Library) 

Come and find out more about what 

EFRA has been doing and have 

your say on local issues 

* refreshments* 

Non-members are welcome but will be asked to join (£1) 

Ealing Area Committee  
Around the middle of last year 
Ealing Council began trials of a new 
committee structure. This has 
included the creation of seven area 
Committees which act as forums for 
discussion about local issues such as 
CPZs, the delivery of environment 
services and traffic management. 
Relevant Ward councillors and 
senior Council officers attend these 
meetings as well as members of the 
public (usually from representative 
bodies such as EFRA). Your 
representatives have spoken at these 
meetings on CPZs and on the traffic 
congestion problems affecting the 
south of our area because of the 
roadworks and changes on the Great 
West Road associated with the 
Glaxo SmithKline development. 
EFRA is also pressing the Council 
to split the Ealing Area Committee 
in two because its current remit is 
too large. It looks at issues affecting 
anywhere from Boston Manor to 
Park Royal (including the Ealing 
Broadway area). The Area 
Committees really are democracy in 
action but only time will tell 
whether Council services actually 
improve as a result of these new 
constitutional arrangements. 

The EFRA Area 

Little Ealing News is the 
newsletter of the Ealing Fields 
Residents' Association. We 
would be pleased to receive 
contributions of local views and 
news. Please send them to the 
Secretary. 


