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Your Street Rep:

What'’s happening in
Blondin Park?

If you have not visited Blondin
Park for a while you may be in for a
surprise. Thanks to funding from the
Northfields Ward Forum we now have
new benches and bins and a path all
round the perimeter (approximately
1 km), surfaced in ‘hoggin’ which is
just right for those who like to jog
round the park to keep fit. Keeping
up the fitness theme, we also have a
new MUGA (multi-use games area) in
the corner of the sports field. In the
nature reserve the pond has been re-
excavated and re-lined and hopetully
will soon be re-filled. A great deal of
clearing of brambles and paths has
also been carried out by Community
Payback workers.

The Friends of Blondin group,
which helps care for the park and
recently carried out a big litter-pick, is
planning to hold an event in the nature
reserve on 18 July including a wild-
flower walk, activities for children and
a BBQ.

Look out for further details on the
notice boards.

Don’t miss the

EFRA Annual

General Meeting
Thursday 20th May at

7.30pm
See back for details
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New Log Cabin Children’s Centre

Plans are in hand to build a new
Sure Start Children’s Centre between
Northfields station and Bramley Road
Open Space. This will be integrated
with a new Log Cabin building, the
library, and new premises for the
scouts to replace the existing scout hut
next to Northfields station. Most of
the new building will occupy the area
of the existing scout hut and the car
park behind the library. The Centre
will provide a range of facilities for
local parents and young children,

including nursery and day care, and
the Log Cabin will continue to provide
adventure play and respite care for
children with special needs from all
over Ealing. Once the building is in
place, the plan is for all the surrounding
open space to be landscaped and made
more welcoming and accessible for
local residents. Before any of this
happens local people will of course be
consulted and it is planned to have an
exhibition in the library.

Membership Fee Change

We want to encourage more residents to join EFRA and have reduced the
membership fee for multiple members at the same address. From the new
membership year, starting on 1 May 2010, the membership fee will be £2.00 for
the first member at an address, and then £1.00 for each additional member. We
hope that this change will encourage more of you to join us.
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New parking regime
for Windmill Road

R A Ses ™

EFRA has campaigned for some time
for measures to ease traffic congestion
in Windmill Road. This residential
road is a main route from Ealing to
Brentford and the A4/M4 but was
never designed to carry the amount of
traffic now using it. The situation has
been made even more difficult by the
recent introduction of double decker
buses on the E2 route. Along much
of this road two large vehicles cannot
pass casily with the resultant hold ups
and build up of traffic.

Various measures have been
suggested and explored over the last
few years and now at least one positive
step has been taken: in restricting

parking during the day along part of the

Copyright Nigel Jordén

road. A single yellow line now extends
along the right hand side of the road
(on the approach to Brentford) on
either side of the junction with The
Ride. Already this is having an effect in
allowing better traffic flow and fewer
queues.

We will continue to press for
further measures, which might include,
for example, improvements to the
junction with Swyncombe Avenue,
better road markings and surfaces, an
electronic ‘slow down sign’ and traffic
calming measures.

We are interested to hear your views,
particularly if you live in Windmill
Road or the adjoining streets.

Heathrow
Update

In January 2009, the government gave
the green light for BAA to develop
detailed plans for a third runway. At
the same time, proposals to introduce
mixed-mode operation, whereby both
runways would be used simultaneously
for a mix of arrivals and departures,
were dropped. Additionally, the
government announced that the
Cranford Agreement, which prevents
flights taking off over Cranford from
the northern runway, is to end.

According to recent press reports,
BAA is now not expected to lodge
a planning application for the third
runway before 2012. If there is
a government change after the
forthcominggeneral election the project
might be stalled because both the
Conservative and Liberal Democrats
parties have, in principle, come out
against expansion at Heathrow.

In our last newsletter (see www.efra.
org.uk/newsletters), EFRA reported
on a proposal by National Air Traffic
Services (NATS) to move the take-
off path for eastbound flights, which
currently come over Ealing, to the
south. The proposed changes would
have meant more noise for residents in
South Ealing and Northfields. We have
been informed recently by NATS that
a new consultation is to be conducted
which will take account of the many
comments that it received. NATS
expects to be able to present alternative
routes for consideration, to “allow a
degree of choice for those in the area
affected”. The new consultation is
expected to start in the summer and
once the details are announced we
will let members know the process for
responding.



Spring 2010 - Little Ealing News 3

Pickering House

Following approval by Ealing Council
in September 2009 for the development
of ablock of six 2-bedroom flats on the
land behind Pickering House, further
development of the Pickering House
building itself has been proposed. The
plan is to create six 2-bedroom flats
on top of the building by replacing
the existing gently sloping roof with
an additional residential floor that will
extend to the edge of the building;

EFRA identified a number of
flaws with the original application,
which contributed to its withdrawal
by the developer. A revised planning
application has now been submitted by
the developers with consultation with
local residents through to 4 May. A
decision by the Council is expected in
late May.

We are concerned about a number
of aspects of the revised application
including:

- Overlooking of surrounding houses
and gardens from the windows of the
new floor

“Increase in the bulk and overbearing
appearance of Pickering House that
will result from the construction of
an additional floor around the edge of
the building and raising of the roof
height

" Pressure caused by additional
residents on local facilities including
on-street parking and school places

Planning Applications

One of the most important of EFRA’s
activities is to monitor, and respond to
consultations on, the larger planning
applicationsinourarea. Wediscuss these
applications with the residents who are
most closely affected and also assist
them with their personal submissions
to the Council’s planners. EFRA is not
always opposed to developments but
our submissions are informed by the
view that the low rise and low density
nature of our essentially Edwardian
residential neighbourhood should be
preserved.

Little Ealing
Primary School
Expansion

In 2008 Little Ealing Primary School
was one of a number of schools
selected by FEaling Council for
expansion. The schools intake will
change from 2-form entry to 3-form
entry with an increase in pupils from
500 to 710 over seven years.

Earlier this year the development
plans for the expansion were issued
for consultation, see the schools web
site for the documents, http://www.
littleealing.com/schoolexpansion.asp.
EFRA has reviewed the plans and
responded with some concerns; the
main concern being that there is no
provision for improving the road safety
in the roads surrounding the school
despite a 40% increase in the number
of pupils. Additionally we regret that
the Caretaker’s House which faces onto
Little Ealing Lane will not be kept and
are concerned about the overlooking

of nearby houses and gardens by the
new buildings.

The consultation closed in April
and the plans and responses will be
considered by Ealing Council Planning
Committee on Wednesday 28th April.

Cranmer Avenue
Snooker Hall

Earlier this year an application was
made to redevelop the site of the
snooker hall in Cranmer Avenue; the
developer submitted plans for a three
storey building of 5 or 6 flats on this
small-sized plot.

The proposed building will be
massively taller than the existingbuilding
and will dominate the whole street.
EFRA believes that any redevelopment
of this site should reflect the scale,
height, design and building line of the
other housing in this residential street,
and has supported local residents in
opposing the current application.

Although the application was
rejected by Ealing Council in March,
the developer has appealed to the
Planning Inspectorate. The deadline
for submissions to the Inspector is
Tuesday 11th May and EFRA will
be making a written submission. The
Inspector’s decision is expected later in
the summer.

EFRA On-line [

We have recently redesigned the EFRA
web site and the new structure should
allow us to keep it up to date more eas-
ily - the address is the same, www.efra.
org.uk. The site provides an RSS feed
of new articles that can be displayed
in many web browsers and email pro-
grams as well as home pages such as
Yahoo and Google. Look for the RSS
logo on our home page.

EFRA now produces a frequent
e-newsletter in which we provide more
timely news and information than can
be provided in our printed newsletter.
If you have not been receiving the
e-newsletter then you can sign-up
through the front page of the web site
www.efra.org.uk.
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Improvements to road safety

A frequentissue raised at the Northfield
Ward Forums has been problems
caused by cars being parked around
street corners thus reducing the site
lines for pedestrians and drivers. Ealing
Council consulted residents of roads
south of Little Ealing Lane about the
introduction of double yellow lines at
some junctions in that area. EFRA was
generally supportive of the proposals
but lobbied the council for a change
to reduce the length of double yellow
lines from 10 metres to 5 metres from
the junction in order to lessen the
number of parking spaces lost. This
suggestion has been accepted.

Ealing Council also
about the introduction of road safety

consulted

measures for Northfield Avenue, some
of which affect the EFRA area. In
our response we pressed the Council
to consider constructing a raised
pedestrian crossing where the current
crossingis located close to Windermere
Road and Cranmer Avenue (by

Lammas Park). We suggested that for
safety reasons that there was a case for
moving the crossing slightly further
north — this would improve sight lines
for traffic travelling south. We also
questioned the Council’s proposal to
construct a speed table outside the
Spinning Wheel bar as we felt that
this proposal could result in additional
pedestrian accidents, and that the funds
would be better invested in raising
the Lammas Park/Windermere Road
zebra crossing,

Any measures which reduce the
speed of traffic in Northfield Avenue
would be likely to displace additional
vehicles onto adjoining residential
roads where these offer alternative
through routes. We therefore suggested
that consideration should be given to
introducing traffic calming measures
in those residential roads which may
suffer from additional through traffic
as a result of the changes proposed for
Northfield Avenue.

Ealing Fields Residents’
Association

Annual General Meeting

Thursday 20th May at 7.30pm at the Log Cabin
(behind Northfields Library)
All welcome. Renew your membership or join on the night.

(please arrive by 7.15 pm if you need to join or renew your membership)
Find out what is happening about all the local issues that affect you, air your
views and concerns. Choose the new committee.

Drinks and light refreshments

Become a street
representative!

Each road in the area covered by
EFRA has a street representative
who distributes newsletters, collects
subscription renewals, and brings local
issues to the attention of the committee.
In addition to the committee members
we have a group of ordinary members
who provide valuable assistance in this
way.

We are looking for a few more street
reps to reduce the load on some who
have to cover several roads. Becoming
a street rep is a good way to become
involved with EFRA and your local
community - you can cover your own
street or one nearby. We are looking
for new street reps for these roads in
particular: Belsize Avenue, Cranmer
Avenue, Overdale Road, and Rochester
Mews and Rochester House.

If you are interested then please
come to the AGM and and speak to
one of the committee members, have
a word with your own street rep whose
name should be on the front of the
newsletter, or get in touch with us at
www.efra.orguk/contact - we look
forward to welcoming youl!

Contacting EFRA

If you have an email address, please

let us have it so that we can keep in
touch with you more easily to let you
know what is happening locally and
consult on local issues.
Website: www.efra.org.uk
Email: contact@efra.org.uk
Telephone:
Roger Jarman (Vice-Chair): 8567 9874
Helen Johnson (Secretary): 8840 1506

Ealing Fields Residents’ Association - Membership Application/Renewal

Many thanks to all those who have joined EFRA or renewed their membership in 2009/10. Your support ensures that EFRA
represents the views of the local community. The more members we have the stronger our voice in campaigning to keep Little

Ealing a safe and pleasant place to live.

To join EFRA or to renew your membership please complete and return this form to Carla Andrewes, 24 Blondin Avenue or
to your street rep. The membership fee is £2.00 for the first member at an address and £1.00 for each further member.
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