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Welcome to our latest Newsletter with news about what’s happening in our local 

community. In this edition we cover: 

• The rejection of the Conservation Area proposal for Northfields 

• The new ‘Stop and Shop’ scheme 

• The Orion Park and Overdale Road developments 

• A proposal to remove the redundant steps in Bramley Gardens 

• The ‘School Street’ for Little Ealing School 

• Litter picking by LAGER Can 

• Community Safety matters 

As ever, if you would like to contact us please use contact@efra.org 

In the meantime, we hope you have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Your EFRA Committee. 

‘No’ to Conservation Area (CA) in Northfields   

Last month the Council’s Planning Committee decided that the proposed CA in 

Northfields, which would have covered much of the EFRA area, should not proceed. 

This follows a six-week public consultation about the proposal, which ran from 

October 2023 to January 2024.    

The consultation returned only limited support: around 30% of respondents backed 
the broad Northfields proposal, while a majority of residents argued that large parts 
of the area had already been significantly altered and/or were of only mediocre 
design. Officers also judged the overall boundary “simply too large” to justify 
conservation designation under national guidance. Furthermore, the proposed 
boundary covered too many streets with a mix of building ages and qualities, which 
diluted the distinctiveness needed for conservation status. 

Instead, Lammas Park will be recommended for a separate designation, while 

Northfields Allotments remain protected under open space regulations.   

EFRA took a neutral stance on the proposed CA but encouraged residents to take part in 
the consultation exercise.  
 
‘Stop and Shop’ changes now ‘live’  

As from 30th November the ‘Stop and Shop’ arrangements affecting our High Streets 

were changed. Now motorists have to register with PayByPhone even if they are 

parked in Northfield Avenue, South Ealing Road and other High Streets for less than 

30 minutes.     
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Some users of the new system have been charged for stays of less than 30 minutes. 
This is despite the Council claiming that motorists parked for short periods will be able to 
do so free of charge.   
 
Councillors have advised EFRA that this is because users are charged for the reminder 
texts that they are sent about their parking stays. The reminder text can be turned off, 
thus saving on these charges. This can be achieved by: 

1. Opening the PayByPhone app. 
2. Clicking the Account option (on an iPhone this is bottom right with a symbol for a 

person) > 
3. Settings > 
4. Parking notification 

      Options are for: 

a) Email receipts – charge unknown, possibly free 
b) SMS reminders – has a 20p charge 
c) SMS confirmations – has a 20p charge 

EFRA opposed the introduction of the new ‘Stop and Shop’ scheme as it 

discriminates against motorists without ‘smart’ phones and could potentially harm 

businesses that operate on local High Streets.  

Orion Park: Development to proceed?   
EFRA has been in correspondence with the housing association (Sovereign Network 
Group (SNG)) that has planning permission to build 95 homes at the Orion Park site 
opposite Northfields Station.  

We have been advised that following a successful tender process and completion of 
internal approvals by SNG a main contractor has been appointed to undertake the 
construction of the development at Orion Park. SNG is in the process of finalising the 
details in order to enter into contract and expect this to be completed by the end of 
December, with the contractor taking possession of the site from January 2026. 

EFRA will work with local residents and SNG to ensure that the development causes 

minimum disruption to those living in the local community.   

Land behind Overdale Road: Development stalled 

EFRA has been advised by local Councillors that the developer of the site behind 

Overdale Road is still in discussion with planning officers about the Section 106 

agreement for the development. The original Section 106 agreement sets out the 

amount of affordable housing to be developed on the site. This means that the 

amended planning application for the development that seeks to substitute smaller 

units in the block of flats with two- and three-bedroom properties remains in 

abeyance.       

‘Micro Forest’ for Bramley Gardens?  
For several years EFRA has been campaigning for the removal of the damaged and 
unusable steps that run from Bramley Gardens to Bramley Road. They are unsightly, 



potentially dangerous and attract anti-social behaviour. EFRA is working up a proposal to 
create a ‘micro forest’ in the vicinity of the steps which would involve their removal. 
Funding is being sought from the Council’s Community Grants scheme to facilitate the 
project. If we are successful with the grant application we will let you know.   
 
School Streets – Successful Launch on 22 September  
The new ‘School Street’ for Little Ealing School went ‘live’ on 22 September.  It has now 
been operating for several weeks and appears to be working well. Early feedback 
suggests that the scheme is reducing traffic congestion, improving safety at school gates, 
and encouraging more children and families to walk, cycle or scoot to school. 
 
EFRA will continue to monitor the impact of the scheme in partnership with residents, 
local schools and Ealing Council, and will share further updates as data becomes 
available. 
 
LAGER Can: tackling litter in the EFRA area   

The Litter Action Group for Ealing Residents (LAGER Can) is a 2,000-strong group 
of volunteers who love the environment, but hate litter and fly tipping, and want to do 
something about it! They provide members with litter picking equipment, rubbish 
sacks, advice and encouragement.  
 
LAGER Can’s Cleaning Around South Ealing (CASE) team is working hard to keep 
the Ealing Fields Residents’ Association (EFRA) area clean – please get in touch if 
you’d like to be involved.  
 
Interested? Please email lagercan2020@gmail.com.  
Read more on the website: https://lagercan.co.uk 

Community Safety 
Northfields Police Ward Panel 
EFRA committee member Raj Kapoor continues to serve as Chair of the Northfields 
Police Ward Panel, which meets quarterly and works closely with the local Safer 
Neighbourhood Team to address community priorities and ensure residents’ voices are 
heard. 
 
Northfields remains the lowest-crime ward in the London Borough of Ealing, performing 
strongly across all crime categories. Current policing priorities identified by the panel 
include: 

• Theft of and from motor vehicles 
• Violence and drug-related crime – monitored by the Metropolitan Police 
• Anti-social behaviour, particularly in and around Blondin Park 
• Tackling violence against women and girls (VAWG), a London-wide priority 

Residents are encouraged to continue reporting incidents promptly, as this directly 
influences policing focus and resource allocation. 
 
Stay Informed – Sign Up to Met Engage 
Residents can now sign up to Met Engage, the Metropolitan Police’s community 
information platform. Met Engage provides regular updates on local policing activity, 



safety alerts, crime prevention advice, ward meetings and opportunities to get involved in 
neighbourhood policing. https://www.metengage.co.uk/Content/Pages/Sign-Up 
 
It is a useful way to stay connected, informed and aware of what’s happening across 
Northfields and the Ealing area.  
 

https://www.metengage.co.uk/Content/Pages/Sign-Up

