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Residents' Association

Ealing Fields Residents' Association
Minutes of the 47t Annual General Meeting
held on 10 June 2026 at 7.30pm at the Log Cabin, 259 Northfield Avenue

1 Welcome, introduction and apologies

The Chair, Roger Jarman, welcomed the 100 or so residents present. Apologies had been
received from EFRA members Helen Auty (Overdale Road) and Maurice Gleeson who had
asked that an update on the Overdale Road development and parking be covered at the
meeting. Apologies had also been received from Deidre Costigan MP, who had had to attend
some Parliamentary business, and Councillor Sinead Whelan, who was attending to Council
business. EFRA was pleased to welcome Councillors Paul Driscoll and lan Kingston to the
meeting as well as representatives from the Metropolitan Police, Alex Welsh and Penelope
Acquah, GLA member for Ealing and Hillingdon Bassam Mahfouz, and Linda Massey from
the Blondin Consortium. The Chair congratulated the three Councillors on their Election to
Ealing Council following the elections in May 2026, and thanked Clir Kim Nagpal for her
services to the Northfields ward, following her election to the Council in Southall West. Clir
Paul Driscoll had been appointed Cabinet Member for Healthy Equal Lives. The Chair
thanked EFRA members for their support, subscriptions and donations, without which EFRA
could not continue to represent the local community in dealings with the Council, the police
and other local agencies.

2 Community Safety — report Ward Forum Chair and EFRA Committee member Raj
Kapoor (RK), and representatives from the Metropolitan Police

RK introduced the update, explaining that Northfields continued to be the safest ward in
Ealing. Priorities were set by residents themselves, and these focused on (i) tackling violence
against women and girls, (ii) tackling anti-social behaviour, and (iii) tackling theft from
vehicles. Specific issues currently on the Ward Forum’s radar included anti-social behaviour
in Blondin Park, drug dealing in the alley between Chandos Avenue and Little Ealing Lane
and shoplifting in the Little Sainsburys on Northfield Avenue. The hard work of the officers
dedicated to the Northfields ward was commended.

Alex Welsh and Penelope Acquah provided details of some crime statistics; latest figures
provided included 39 thefts from cars and 26 reports of thefts of parcels from doorsteps. An
attendee mentioned issues on Windmill Road, and the police advised that parcel thefts
should be reported to the police as well as the company providing the goods as patterns of
thefts would allow the police to identify hotspots and add extra patrols. In the last year, there
had been 11 residential burglaries (up from 7 in 2025), 22 assaults (down from 33 in 2025)
and 25 reports of anti-social behaviour (down from 43 in 2025). There had been five reports
of Class B drug incidents. There had been three Community Protection Orders including an
incident recently on Venetia Road which had required a large police presence (the resident
involved was now in prison and the housing association landlord was securing an eviction
order). One cannabis factory had been closed by the police — this had been handled jointly
with social services with a Community Protection Order applied owing to ‘cuckooing’ having
taken place. This is a form of criminal exploitation where drug dealers or gangs took over the
home of a vulnerable person to use it as a base for illegal activities. Plain-clothed officers
were assisting Little Sainsbury’s with a spate of shoplifting.



An update was provided on ‘Met Engage’, which had now been live for one year (leaflets
including a QR code to scan were provided in the room). This was a platform that enabled
residents to leave comments and communicate with local police via a two-way app; however,
it was not intended to replace the formal channels for reporting crime (999 or 101). The police
continued to attend Northfields Library for monthly meetings of Met Engage — the next
meeting was on 11" June, and Costa Coffee on South Ealing Road for regular ‘Cuppa with a
Copper’ sessions.

3 Minutes of the June 2025 AGM and matters arising not covered on the agenda
The minutes of the last AGM were approved without amendment. In terms of matters arising,
it was noted that these would be picked up during the open forum.

4a Chair’s report

The Chair summarised EFRA's activities over the last year, which were covered in more
detail in the newsletter. Key updates provided were as follows:

Conservation Area (CA) - Following the consultation exercise on creating a CA in
Northfields the Council had decided not to proceed with the proposal. Some two thirds of
those consulted were opposed to the creation of the CA.

Orion Park site - In April EFRA was notified that the developer of the Orion Park site,
Sovereign Network Group (SNG), was planning to start work on the site after a series of
significant delays. A contractor had been appointed — Hill Group — to carry out the works. At
this point, EFRA had created a WhatsApp group for residents directly affected by the
development to offer a communication vehicle for participants to share views, etc. It had been
hoped that representatives from the developer would be attending the AGM however they
had given their apologies. There had been two significant developments associated with the
project since April. First, SNG had sought to change the planning permission to reduce the
height of the building on Northfield Avenue but increase the height of one of the blocks
adjacent to Belsize Avenue. Also, the developer was undertaking site investigations on the
site. The full results of these were expected on 28" June. EFRA had been advised that: ‘The
investigations are being undertaken to confirm ground conditions and to ensure that all
statutory and planning requirements are fully satisfied before the next phase of the
development proceeds’

Overdale Road — in relation to this development of 27 two storey terraced houses and 14
flats, the project had stalled. The developer wanted to discharge its Section 106 agreement
with the Council by offering funds for an education related project rather than to ensure the
14 flats were used for affordable housing. The developer had argued that no housing
association had been willing to take on the management of such homes. Negotiations
between the parties were continuing.

School Street for Little Ealing School (LES) — The School Street for LES had been
introduced in September and so far, had been operating successfully.

Other developments — EFRA had long campaigned for the removal of the redundant and
dangerous steps to Bramley Gardens and this work had been completed in the Spring. EFRA
had also lobbied to have the ponding of water during heavy rainfall addressed between Julien
and Wellington Roads, and this work had now been completed. Finally, EFRA had responded
to numerous consultation exercises on behalf of our members including in relation to the
parking of E-Bikes and the Council’s ‘Stop and Shop’ proposals.



Newsletters - For those with email addresses, EFRA produced several Newsletters a year,
which it was hoped members found valuable.

Website — The EFRA website had witnessed significant development over the last year
thanks to the work of Cheryl Burke, Website Officer. EFRA now routinely put minutes of
meetings on the website as well as responses to planning applications and Council
consultation exercises. Attendees were encouraged to have a look at the website where
there was information about EFRA and its work in the local community as well as a new
‘donate’ button for anyone who wished to give financial support beyond the annual
subscription.

Membership report - Clive Herring (CH) presented the membership report, with a reminder
that membership was now at a household level rather than on an individual basis. There
were currently around 330 paid up member households (out of a total number of approx.
2,000 households). There remained a number of members from prior years who had not paid
their subs and who would — in due course — be removed from the membership lists. The
Chair thanked Clive for his work in the role in the last year and thanked the street reps for
their assistance with distributing the Newsletter. A request for further street reps was made
as there was always a need for more. The Chair explained that there was an email group for
street reps that enabled them to remain updated about EFRA’s activities on a regular basis.
Some of the streets where there was currently no street rep included: Birkbeck Road,
Lawrence Road, Northcroft Road, Northfield Avenue, Radbourne Avenue and Windmill Court.
Anyone who wished to volunteer as a street rep was encouraged to speak to CH after the
meeting.

Runway 3 and possible changes to flight paths — Keith Marriage provided an update,
reminding attendees that the Government had made clear its support for the development of
a third runway at Heathrow airport. EFRA opposed the development of the additional runway
and would keep members advised of proposals that emerged following any decision to
proceed or not. There were also potential changes to flight paths in the future. This could
have an impact on noise levels experienced in the Northfields area from planes flying
overhead. Again, EFRA would monitor the proposals coming from the Government and the
airport about these possible changes to flight paths and would keep members advised of the
implications that any proposals may have.

‘Bright and Beautifull — Sally Mallin provided an update on a new gardening initiative to
help expand community gardening in the Northfields area. EFRA already looked after the
gardens at Plough Junction, and the plan was to extend the number of sites in the area
where planting would be beneficial. Volunteers were needed, and anyone able to assist was
asked to register their interest.

5 Treasurer's report and Accounts, and Re-appointment of auditor

Holly Perry (HP) presented the Treasurer's Report for the year ending April 2026 which had
been audited on 15 May 2025. The bank account had now been operational with Lloyds Bank
for some time, and while it was working well with ease of access aided by the app, it was
unfortunate that LIoyds was applying a monthly charge, as well as individual charges for
paying in cheques, cash and BACs transfers. Overall, the financial position was once again
stable with the year-end position being a positive balance of £2,705.25 (2024/25: £2,690.24).

HP thanked the auditor Caroline Busby for providing her services free of charge for a third
year. The re-appointment of Caroline Busby as the auditor was agreed. Looking ahead,
EFRA was potentially to see a rise in costs for room hire for meetings, which might put
pressure on the budget in addition to the charges now being applied by Lloyds Bank.



There was one question from the floor, where a member noted the increase in printing costs
of approx. £200, HP responded that in 2026/27 these might start to reduce as EFRA moved
away from hard copy distribution and encouraged more members to use the website and sign
up for e-newsletters. The new style AGM notice was also less costly to produce than had
been the case previously.

6 Election of Officers

The following Committee Members had offered to serve for a further year, and all were
proposed and elected. Committee Members would be appointed to their roles and
responsibilities at the first Committee meeting following the AGM:

Roger Jarman, Chair (Dorset Road), Wendy Hallam Vice Chair (Hollies Road), Holly Perry
Secretary and Treasurer (Chandos Avenue), Clive Herring, Membership Secretary (Bramley
Road),Cheryl Burke (website) (Blondin Avenue), Raj Kapoor (community safety/transport and
parking) (Weymouth Avenue), Keith Marriage, (Chandos Avenue), Andrew Dick (Little Ealing
Lane), Jane Cocking (Convent Gardens), Carol Atkinson (Jefferson Close), Helen Johnson
(Wellington Road), Diane Kerr (Chandos Avenue), John Russell (Bramley Road), Charlie
Cooper (Hereford Road), Sally Malin (Devonshire Road), Christine Dymond (Devonshire
Road).

All were elected on to the Committee. There remained four vacancies on the Committee to
be filled, and attendees were encouraged to put themselves forward to fill these positions.

7 a) LAGER Can update b) Blondin Park developments
LAGER Can

Two volunteers from LAGER Can presented an update on the work of the group, which was
a borough-wide community group with 2,500 followers on Facebook. Their role was to pick
up rubbish from the streets and bag it up for the Council to collect. They did also deal with fly-
tipping and domestic rubbish. Fly-tipping was increasingly becoming an issue, with some of it
on an industrial scale. The group had collected approx. 30k bags in the last year, with 2,500
in the last month. The backbone of the group were the volunteers who cleaned their own and
neighbouring streets. An off-shoot of LAGER Can covering South Ealing (CASE) had been
established — this currently comprised of around 10 active members, with more volunteers
being sought. In terms of questions, the following points were raised:

e There was a real issue with dumped rubbish behind the Little Sainsbury’s on Northfield
Avenue. The group was aware of it. If any attendees were aware of the identity of the
perpetrators, then they should let them know.

e The state of rubbish from residences and outlets waiting to be collected from South
Ealing Road each morning was considerable, and an eyesore. There was concern this
might also attract fly-tipping. There was a limit to what could be done, though LAGER
Can had spoken with the local eateries about managing their rubbish disposal better.

e In terms of leaf collection, attendees were reminded that Ealing Council provided bags
for residents to collect leaves from their own streets, which the Council would then
collect once bagged up. To help keep the pavements clear, and given the
unpredictability of leaf fall, everyone was encouraged to leaf collect in January and
February as well in the autumn and early winter months.

Blondin Park development

Linda Massey of the Blondin Consortium provided an update on works related to the Pavillion
and surrounding area, which had now been in existence for five years. A planning application



had recently been submitted to extend the closing time from 9pm to 11pm as a number of
clubs had enquired about later evening opening times. There had been a number of reports
of ASB in the park, including graffitied areas, broken glass in the sandpit, newly installed
fencing being ripped down and vandalism to trees. This was hugely disappointing. Graffiti
tags were being assessed to identify the perpetrators. In more positive news, there had been
some bat walks taking place in the evenings which had proved popular.

As part of a plan to improve the sports arena, work was now underway to raise funds to build
a 3G surface for football which would be floodlit. There would be two five-a-side pitches and
one for multiple use. The FA were being approached to contribute. The planning application
would likely be submitted in the next two months, and community engagement was already
underway.

8 Update from GLA Member Bassam Mahfouz

London Assembly Member Bassam Mahfouz (BM)

BM introduced himself and his portfolios setting out his role at City Hall. His key areas of
focus currently included: (i) environment — with a bid to secure £1.5m to develop the West
London Regional Park; (ii) policing — while there had been a significant reduction in
homicides in London, there had sadly been a murder recently in Southall and so there was
work to be done to make local streets safer. Live facial recognition was being deployed at
Ealing Broadway, and so far around 1,000 people had been caught for various offences.
Hate marches and demonstrations was also an area for action; (iii) transport — BM had
worked hard to secure 10 new trains for the Elizabeth Line, increasing capacity and also the
number of stops in West London. The testing of the new Piccadilly Line trains was
progressing smoothly, with phase one planned for December 2026, when the new trains
would run between Northfields and central London. There was currently no further news on
Northfields station becoming step free.

BM explained that he had a new role as Chair of the London Assembly Economies and Skills
Committee, encompassing the work to pedestrianise Oxford Street, dealing with licensing
issues, and the work to introduce a tourism levy which might generate between £250m and
£350m to fund the GLA. Tracking youth unemployment would be an upcoming focus of this
Committee.

The Chair thanked BM for his update.
9 Update from Councillor Driscoll

PD explained his new portfolio which covered adult social services, equalities and healthy
and equal lives. CliIr lan Kingston was now Chair of the Pension Committee. In terms of key
issues on PD’s radar, the following points were raised:
e Parcel thefts from doorsteps were a major issue in the area and residents were
encouraged to use the drop off points linked to shops, etc. Also, in relation to crime,
residents were encouraged not to leave valuable items in cars.

e On the environment, PD thanked LAGER Can for all their brilliant work. This was
contributing to the London Borough of Ealing being one of the strongest boroughs in
London for environmental matters and indeed one of the best performing in England.
Fly-tipping was an issue, as previously mentioned, and fines were now being issued
for up to £1,000 where perpetrators could be identified. In terms of kerbside rubbish on
South Ealing Road, inspections would be starting soon.

The Chair thanked PD for his update.



10

Open forum

The Chair invited questions from the floor and advised that where questions could not be
raised owing to a lack of time, EFRA committee members, Clirs Driscoll and Kingston and
GLA member Bassam Mahfouz would be present following the meeting’s closure for further
discussion and questions over refreshments.

11

Grade 2 listed building — the former cinema — concern about its deterioration. It was
noted that the Ealing Christian Centre had submitted a planning application to restore
the facade and install some new lighting. This could be accessed on the LBE planning
portal. EFRA would monitor the situation and encouraged residents to respond to the
planning application.

South Ealing Road — accumulation of rubbish on the street in the mornings — a query
as to whether units could be installed for depositing rubbish. These were used on
Popes Lane. PD explained that these had been trialled; however there needed to be a
certain width of pavement and this was a restricting factor on SE Road.

Concern about noise from the building of a swimming pool in the grounds of Mount
Carmel School affecting residents on Hereford, York and Julien Roads — there was
concern about very little engagement with the community in advance, and concern
about the type of planning permission that had been granted (‘temporary’). While there
was general support for a sports facility at the school, the approach that had been
adopted was concerning, particularly given the lack of community engagement. The
two-storey building had been erected over one week, including a Sunday. This was
disruptive for local residents, with significant noise on a day when residents could
expect peace and quiet. PD offered to meet with the school to discuss further (action:
PD).

Concern with the state of the Overdale Road site — residents affected were concerned
about maintenance including Japanese knotweed, trees overgrowing and fences
coming down. PD offered to raise the points with LBE officers (action: PD).

Concern that the LBE was not doing more to assist with affordable housing — it was
noted that Sovereign Housing Group was a housing association and so the Orion Park
development would likely help. Some local authorities acquire empty houses for social
housing, but this was not something LBE was likely to do.

Concern about the lack of waste transfer licenses on shop windows — given the
concerns that some businesses were potentially fly-tipping, perhaps these licenses
should be checked regularly. PD explained that businesses could contract with any
private or commercial provider to get waste removed — and unfortunately it was not
possibly to compel businesses to display the licenses or show them on demand. LBE
was however auditing the number of bags being used, which might assist.

Police sessions at the library — an attendee asked if the dates and times of these could
be displayed in Northfields Library window.

Close

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting shortly after 9pm.



